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ONE IN CHRIST STAFF INFORMATIONONE IN CHRIST STAFF INFORMATIONONE IN CHRIST STAFF INFORMATIONONE IN CHRIST STAFF INFORMATION    
 

Pastor Randy Baldwin   
Home:           568-3615 
   Offices:   
      Silver Lake:   293-5556  
      Sion:        592-8892 
      Immanuel:      568-3666 
If you call any of the offices and no one answers 
please let the phone ring four times and then the call 
will be forwarded to Pastor Baldwin’s cell phone.  
Please understand that if Pastor Baldwin does not 
answer or the phone is off, he is probably on a visit.  
Please leave a message and he will get back to you as 
soon as possible. 

   Cell:            641-590-0727 
 

Pastor Bill Peters 
   Home:           567-3381 
       Winnebago Office:      567-3675 
    Bethany Office:  588-3366 
   (Wednesday mornings)  
  

Please note the message above also applies to calling 
Pastor Bill Peters.  Cell:       641-590-2737 
 
Secretary – Sandy Lindflott’s E-mail Address is 
  rlindflott@wctatel.net, Home phone #641-588-3435 
 
Parish Web Site:  www.wctatel.net/web/oneinchrist 
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     “The Shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things they had heard 
and seen, which were just as they had been 

told.”       
     Luke 2:20 

   

 The shepherds had been out watching their sheep.  It was 
the end of another long day.  They had led the sheep up the trails to 
the mountain pastures.  Around noon they had led the sheep to the 
mountain spring for a drink.  Wolves, coyotes, mountain lions 
liked to hunt around the mountain spring so the shepherds had to 
be on alert as their sheep quenched their thirst from the cool spring 
waters.  After all the sheep had a turn to drink from the stream, 
they called the sheep and led them back to the pastures.  As the sun 
began to set low in the sky they called the sheep down the 
mountain.  They led them to the pen they had set and looked for 
some wood to start a fire.  Suddenly the night was turning into day.  
Their hearts were filled with fear as a voice came from the light.  
“Do not be afraid, for behold I bring you good news of a great joy 

that shall be for all the people.  For to you this day is born in the 

town of David is the Christ, the Lord.  This will be a sign to you, 

you shall find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths lying in a 

manger.” 
 When the night sky returned to normal, with the echoes of 
the song of the heavenly hosts ringing in their hearts, the shepherds 
decided to go and see this thing that the Lord had told them.  They 
went to Bethlehem and their in a stable, lying in a manger was a 
little baby wrapped in swaddling cloths.  The baby was more than 
beautiful, peace and joy filled their hearts as they looked upon this 
baby.  They returned praising the Lord for they found everything 
just as they had been told. 
 As we move into the New Year, the echoes of Christmas 
carols echo in our minds and hearts.   Family gatherings, the joy of 
seeing the surprise and pleasure in the faces of the loved ones as 
they opened their presents are pleasant memories.  Your presents 
have found a place in your life and they bring smiles to your face 
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as they bring to mind the faces and love of the ones who gave them 
to you.  Then the days give away to the normal routines and stress 
of busy schedules, new challenges and new adventures.  As we 
step into this New Year is it really the same old, same old with a 
new calendar year or is there truly a new beginning? 
 The angel’s message is true.  The Angel’s message is good 
news of a great joy.  Our Lord became Immanuel, God with us.  
The long promised Messiah came as a babe born in a stable and 
rested in a manger.  The Messiah became Immanuel, as Jesus came 
teaching us about the kingdom of God from our every day life 
experiences, so we could catch a glimpse of what the Kingdom of 
Heaven is like.  Jesus became Immanuel as he reached out to the 
sinners and out casts pronouncing forgiveness and healing people 
physically and emotionally.  Our Lord became Immanuel as he 
took on our sin and death head on, one on one as he suffered the 
death of the cross and rose again victorious. 
 Our Lord is still Immanuel.  Jesus isn’t lying in a manger 
wrapped in swaddling cloths anymore.  Yet, Jesus is still Immanuel 
as he walks with you.  Jesus still hears the prayers of your heart 
and takes them to his Heavenly Father to advocate on your behalf.  
Jesus claims you as his own and promises nothing, no power, no 
one can separate you from his love.  Jesus still invites you to his 
table, where once again he offers you his forgiveness and love.  
Jesus is Immanuel and just as he fulfilled the promises of long ago 
by coming as a babe born of a manger, Jesus is faithful in fulfilling 
his promises. 

 The shepherds returned to their flocks that night 
praising God for they found everything just as they had been told.  
God’s Messiah had come.  God had kept his word.  God was 
Immanuel and it was good news of a great joy for all the people, 
including you and me.  So as we head into this New Year, we 
begin with more than new memories of Christmas celebrations.  
We head into the New Year, the new month, the new day with our 
Lord, Immanuel. 

    

ctáàÉÜ etÇwç   
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WORSHIP 
 

 

SILVER LAKESILVER LAKESILVER LAKESILVER LAKE    
Worship Time:  8:00 am 

 
LECTOR SCHEDULE 
January  6…Kitty Sandsmark 
January 13.....Dennis Kreuscher 
January 20………..Nolan Zobel 

January 27.........Vickie Zobel 
  
 DUTY ROSTER 
Communion Assistants… 
        Signup sheet in Narthex 
Ushers………...Signup sheet 
                        in the Narthex 
Acolytes………Kelci Larson 
Altar Guild..Minnesota Circle 

 

SIONSIONSIONSION    
Worship Time:  9:30 am 

 
LECTOR SCHEDULE 
January   6…...LeAnn Hagen 
January 13……...Pam Haugo 
January 20…...Renate Tenold 
January 27…....Della Benson 
 
 DUTY ROSTER 
Communion Assistants…   
                          Al Brunsvold 
Ushers……........Gene Haugo 
                          & Jon Haugo 
Altar Guild...........Bev Haugo 
                     Betty Brunsvold 

 

ATTENDANCE AT SILVER LAKE 
November 18………....50 
November 25…………27 
December   2…………..0  Icy Weather 
December   9…………58 
December 16…………92 

ATTENDANCE AT SION 
November 18………....63 
November 25………..102 
December   2…………..0  Icy Weather 
December   9…………59 
December 16…………92 
 

WALDORF SUNDAY 

A representative from Waldorf College will be at Immanuel, 
Silver Lake and Sion on Sunday, January 20th the let us know 
what is going at the College. 
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NOTES ON WORSHIP 
 

Communion 
January 6th, 2008 

Epiphany of our Lord 
 

Sion Worship 9:30 am 
Silver Lake Worship 8:00 am  

 

 

PREACHING SCHEDULE 
January   6:  Pastor Randy Baldwin 
January 13:  Pastor Randy Baldwin  

   January 20:  Pastor Randy Baldwin  
January 27:  Pastor Randy Baldwin 
 

Silver Lake’s Annual Meeting 
Silver Lake will hold their Congregational Annual Meeting on 
Sunday, January 20th following the Worship Service.  A 
Congregational Brunch will follow in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sion’s Annual Meeting 
Sion will hold their Congregational Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
February 3rd following the Worship Service.  A Congregational 
Potluck Dinner will follow the Worship Service and meeting.  
Love Offering will be collected.   

Immanuel’s Annual Meeting 
Immanuel will hold their Congregational Annual Meeting on 
Sunday, January 27th following the Worship Service.  A 
Congregational Potluck Dinner will follow the Worship Service. 
 

Plans are being made to develop a 
couple of Biblical sites along the 
walking trail over the winter.  We 
will plan a work day/fellowship 
event sometime in late May – early 

June. 
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NOTES ON WORSHIP 
Continued 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOLSUNDAY SCHOOLSUNDAY SCHOOLSUNDAY SCHOOL    
TIMESTIMESTIMESTIMES    

8:30 am at Sion  
9:15 am at Silver Lake 

 
 

January COUNCIL MEETINGS 
at 7:00 pm  

Immanuel, Silver Lake, and Sion 

Councils 

Tuesday, January 8
th
   

At Immanuel  

Parish Council 

Tuesday, January 15
th
   

at Sion 

 

 

PASTOR RANDY ON VACATION 

Pastor Randy and Family will be on vacation from December 
26th – 29th.  He will be in the area so if you have a pastoral 
emergency please call him at home 641-568-3615 or on his cell 
641-590-0727. 

 

2007 GIVING 

Any contributions to Silver Lake need to be in the offering plate by 
Sunday, December 30th to be counted for 2007.  Kathy will be 
gone Saturday, December 29th through Tuesday, January 1st.   
Thank you, Kathy Kreuscher. 
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WELCA WELCA WELCA WELCA     
To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus 

January Information 
 

WELCA 

MEETING 

The Women at 
Silver Lake will meet 

on Saturday, January 5th 
at 9:00 am to Quilt they will 
also have a Potluck Dinner.  (There will be no January meeting)  

Altar and Devotions:  Minnesota Circle 
 

Sion CirclesSion CirclesSion CirclesSion Circles    
Charities Circle:  Monday, January 21st at 7:00 pm at the home of 

Gretchen Kingland.  Bible Study Leader is Della Benson. 
Education Circle:  Wednesday, January 9th at 2:00 pm at the home of 

Helen Holstad.  Bible Study Leader is Gloria Hagen. 
Evangelism Circle:  Monday, January 14th at 9:30 am at the  

Lake Mills Care Center.  The hostess is Esther Halvorson and the 
Bible Study Leader is Audrey Groe. 

Mission Circle:  Monday, January 8th at 4:00 pm at the home of  
Shirley Christianson.  Bible Study Leader is Lorraine Morris. 

Silver LakSilver LakSilver LakSilver Lake Circlese Circlese Circlese Circles 
Minnesota Circle:  Does not meet in January 
Morning Circle:  Saturday, January 12th at 9:00 am at the home of  

Renate Senne.   
Naomi Circle:  Does not meet in January 

Lesson LeadersLesson LeadersLesson LeadersLesson Leaders    
There will be a lesson leaders meeting on Tuesday, January 29th at 4:00 
pm in the lounge at Salem for all leaders of the Lutheran Woman Today 
Bible Study.   If your Circle is using this material please join us for 
insights into the study.  For more information call Margaret Oakland at 
592-8097. 
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January BIRTHDAYS  
      At Silver Lake 
 

2 – Amy Waltz   
  5 – Brooke Allison 
  6 – Scott Thompson 
  9 – Duane Peterson 
  9 – Kristen Allison 
10 – Jason Thompson 
11 – Harold Knudtson 
11 – Keith Reyerson   
13 – Beulah Thompson 
13 – Chad Forland 
14 – Tammy Butler 
16 – Irene Sorbo 
16 – Rose Henderson 

18 – Kelci Larson 
18 – Elaine Knutson 
18 – Maxine Nelson 
19 – Clayton Butler 
20 – Shane Wogen 
23 – Cory Christian 
24 – Cassandra Nelson 
25 – Dale Mehus 
27 – Sandy Hanson 
28 – Jessica Peterson 
29 – Nancy Peterson 
30 – Mitchell Reyerson 
30 – Shyla Haugen 

 

January ANNIVERARIES 
  28 – Marlin & Kitty Sandsmark 
 

January BIRTHDAYS 
      At Sion   
 

   
2 – Caleb Bacon 
5 – Edna Hanson 
  9 – Arlene Knudtson  
10 – Andrew Hagen 
14 – Brittany Groe 

25 – Lauren Halvorson 
28 – Lee Halvorson 
28 – Darlene Johnson 
28 – Calyx TenHaken 
30 – Marna Groe 
31 – Brittany De Vries 

 

January anniversaries 
17 – Victor & Georgia Groe 
 

NORTH IOWA FORUM 

Pastors Randy Baldwin and Bill Peters will be attending the North 
Iowa Forum on Tuesday, January 15th in Charles City. 
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THANK YOUS THANK YOUS THANK YOUS THANK YOUS     
Many thanks to the Sunday School teachers, Crystal Nelson,  
Rhonda Wogen, Amy Waltz, Karla Larson, and Sam Hagen for 
their work on the Christmas program last week. The kids did a 
great job!   Also thanks to Vickie Zobel for playing for us, and to 
Barb Thompson and Rose Henderson for serving coffee and treats 
before the service!      Reminder:  There will be no Sunday School 
on December 23rd or 30th.   Jeanne Loberg 
 

 We wish to thank you for all your cards, gifts and prayers.  Your 
support is greatly appreciated.  Our prayers are that you have a 
blessed New Year.   

ctáàÉÜ etÇwç? UÉÇÇ|x ^tç tÇw WtÇ|xÄ 
 

Midweek Christian Education for 1st – 4th 
Grades 

3:15 pm to 5:00 pm at Salem Lutheran Church 

Winter Session begins January 9th 
 

Confirmation Classes 
Wednesdays after-school at Sion Lutheran Church 

No classes during Christmas break 

December 26
th

 and January 2
nd

. 

Classes resume on January 9
th

. 
 

Ninth Grade Discipleship Class 
Wednesday, January 23rd at 7:00pm 

at Salem Chapel 
Bible Reading:  A Personal Devotion Life Part 1 

Pastor David Jordon 
 

PARISH Sr. High YOUTH Bible Study 
6:30 – 7:30 pm Sunday, January 13th 

Meet at Winnebago   
All High School youth are invited 

 

ANNUAL MEETING REPORTS DUE 
Reports for Silver Lake’s Annual meeting are due Monday, January 14th.  
Reports for Sion’s Annual meeting are due Monday, January 31st.  
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PARISH FAMILY FELLOWSHIP EVENT 

Bowling 
Sunday, January 6

th 

3:00 – 6:00 pm   

Meet at SuperBowl, Forest City 

Cost $6.50  - bowling (2 games/shoes) 
 

Pizza afterwards – we will decide at the bowling alley who and 
how much pizza – pick them up and some pop – re-gather at 

Winnebago to eat and fellowship. 
Bring a dessert or chips to share. 

 

SION CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, December 9, 2007 
President Kingland called the meeting to order. 
Copies of the One In Christ Budget proposal for 2008 was handed out.  

President Kingland asked if there were any questions.  Questions 
presented were: 

1. What will the secretarial duties be to justify the salary? 
2. Will this be part-time or full-time? 
3. Will this relieve the pastor’s work load? 
4. Will we still hire a Lay person? 
5. What about hiring someone who can preach part time and 

also be the secretary. 
6. Hiring a part-time pastor. 

Ballots were handed out to each voting member of Sion to accept/reject 
the One In Christ budget for 2008.  The ballots were tallied by the 
Council.  Sion voted down the proposed budget.  

Ernie Hanson made a motion to adjourn.  Comer Groe seconded.  
Carried.      Al Brunsvold, Secretary 

 

SILVER LAKE CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, December 9, 2007 
A brief Congregational meeting to discuss and to vote on the 2008 
Proposed One in  Christ Parish Budget was held Sunday, December 9 
following Worship.  Prior to the Service the duties and responsibilities of 
a proposed Parish Secretary were discussed.  This position would 
replace the current Church secretary and assist the Pastors with 
communication and Administration.  Location and other details would be 
determined later.  Silver Lake Lutheran Church approved the Proposed 
Budget.     Lucretia Ferley, Council Secretary 
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FIFTH GUATEMALA TRIP – January 25th – 
February 4th    

PRAYER SUPPORT – We have not 
gathered prayer partners for this trip, 
but that doesn’t mean we don’t need 
your prayers.  Please include us in your prayers on a daily basis – 
for making God known, seeing God at work, for community, for 
safety, for health, for effectiveness, for the blessings of God we can 
share, the blessings of God that are shared with us, plus more.  We 
need your prayers, and they make a world of a difference. 

The “Sending Service” will be on Friday, January 25
th
 

– place and time to be determined 

CASH DONATIONS – are needed to help make possible our two 
primary projects.  Medical mission – to help cover the cost of 
prescription medications. Construction – to pay for the building 
materials for the school desks and new school.  Cash donations can 

be placed in the offering plate and labeled “Guatemala. 

“IN-KIND” DONATIONS - The following donations are being 
received to support the Guatemala Mission Trip.  Collection boxes – 
check your bulletin for the location at your church.    

• Tylenol (Acetaminophen) and Advil (ibuprofen) 

—regular tablets/capsules and chewable 

• Vitamins of any type—tablets/capsules, 

chewable, AND liquid children’s 

• School supplies, children’s clothing, shoes, small 

toys (balls, cars, stuffed animals, etc.) 

Other items we could use: 

• Reading glasses (sometimes as little as $1 per pair 
at Dollar General, etc) 

• Children’s Clothing – (as we have room)  

• Dental care items (toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, etc) 

• Other hygiene items (soap, shampoo, lotion, 
etc) 

Other items may also be appropriate.  Talk to Pastor Peters if 
you have something you are wondering about donating. 

Check the One in Christ web page -  

www.wctatel.net/web/oneinchrist 
for a daily log of events and insights. 
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Natural Church Development 
A VISIONING PROCESS 

The Parish Council has received the results from the sample group 
taking the Natural Church Development survey, and have begun 
working to interpret and apply the results.  The information will be 
shared with congregational councils soon. 

Some of our stronger areas as a parish proved to be the areas of 
empowering leadership, functional structures, and loving 
relationships.  The areas of growth showed up along the lines of 
passionate spirituality, gift-oriented ministry, and holistic small 
groups.   

In time we will address each of these in more depth, but for the 
time being I would like to highlight the one area – passionate 
spirituality – that was identified as a growth area for the parish and 
was one of the two most needy areas in every individual congregation 
profile. 

Passionate Spirituality – it is probably the most abstract of the 
areas measured.  It is not addressing the style of spirituality or the 
way it is expressed, but the fact that faith is actually lived out with 
commitment, fire and enthusiasm.  This is the energy and excitement 
that makes everything move.  What good is the most modern engine 
when the gas tank is empty?  Not much.  So we need to find ways to 
fill the “spiritual gas tank”. 

Some of the areas in which this is measured is in one’s prayer life, 
Bible reading, and other areas of personal faith development. The 
amount of time spent in these things is not as important as whether 
prayer or the Scripture is viewed as an “inspiriting experience”. It’s 
about learning to live one’s understanding of the faith with a 
contagious enthusiasm and a willingness to share it with others. 

It is not so much about knowing the “right things”, but knowing 
the one thing – in Martin Luther’s words, that everything God/Jesus 
has done was done “for you (me).”  Taking it personal, to the heart, to 
your/my heart.  It is understanding the life of faith as a genuine 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  And then finding ways to share it. 

That will be our task in the near future, and it will be exciting.  
More to come. 
 
 


