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ONE IN CHRIST STAFF INFORMATIONONE IN CHRIST STAFF INFORMATIONONE IN CHRIST STAFF INFORMATIONONE IN CHRIST STAFF INFORMATION    
 

Pastor Randy Baldwin   
Home:           568-3615 
   Offices:   
      Silver Lake:   293-5556  
      Sion:        592-8892 
      Immanuel:      568-3666 
If you call any of the offices and no one answers 
please let the phone ring four times and then the call 
will be forwarded to Pastor Baldwin’s cell phone.  
Please understand that if Pastor Baldwin does not 
answer or the phone is off, he is probably on a visit.  
Please leave a message and he will get back to you as 
soon as possible. 
   Cell:            641-590-0727 
 

Pastor Bill Peters 
   Home:           567-3381 
       Winnebago Office:      567-3675 
    Bethany Office:  588-3366 
   (Wednesday mornings)  
  

Please note the message above also applies to calling 
Pastor Bill Peters.  Cell:       641-590-2737 
 
Secretary – Sandy Lindflott’s E-mail Address is 
  rlindflott@wctatel.net, Home phone #641-588-3435 
 
Parish Web Site:  www.wctatel.net/web/oneinchrist 
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  YÜÉÅ à{x ctáàÉÜËá Wxá~ 
“Do not be afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified.  He is 
not here, for he has been raised, as he 

said.” 
        Matthew 28:5b-6 
  

The morning sun had not yet broken the horizon, the 
sanctuary was not much brighter with the only a few lights 
bringing light to the sanctuary.  As the people began to wander in, 
they saw the Easter Lilies in the back of the church.  The altar was 
still bare.  There were no candles on the altar, the altar cross was 
missing.  The communion ware was no where to be seen.  The old 
wooden cross was bare.  The organ filled the sanctuary with a light 
airy song that almost sounded as if the birds were singing in a 
garden.  The people whispered, “They are not ready for Easter.  
They forgot to decorate the sanctuary.”  Each person as they came 
in saw the lilies in the back and the bare altar and they sat in 
silence.  Then I came to the front and began the Litany with the 
women coming to the tomb stumbling in the dark of predawn.  
They were carrying spices for Jesus’ body.  Then Mary Magdalene 
stopped and the other women almost ran into her.  “The Stone.  
Who is going to roll away the stone for us?”  With no answer, they 
continued to the tomb.  The stone was rolled away and an angel 
announced.  “You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified, he is 
risen.  He is not here!”  Suddenly the lights came on; the organ 
burst forth with the melody “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”.  A 
white clothe was put upon the old rugged cross.  The youth 
brought forth the altar cross, the candles, the communion ware.  
The lilies were placed around the front of the church.  The candles 
were lit, the organ swelled, we rose to our feet and joyfully sang 
the arrival of Easter, “Jesus Christ is Risen Today!”  
 The scene I described took place twenty plus years ago in 
my first congregation in Michigan.  I liked the surprise of not 
being Easter yet, as they walked into the sanctuary.  After Good 
Friday, we look forward and long for Easter Morning.  The Good 
Friday strains of “Alas and did my Savior Bleed!” makes our heart 
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heavy with sorrow as we sing “Was it for sins that I had done He 
groaned upon the tree?”  Our hearts are ready for the sorrow and 
the guilt to be done.  We are ready; we long to hear the triumphant 
sound of trumpets and organ announcing with joyful hearts, “Jesus 
Christ is Risen Today!”  The triumph of Jesus over sin, the triumph 
of Jesus over death fills our heart to over flowing with joy so our 
soul soars and we feel as light as air. 
 We are an Easter people.  We know the Lenten journey; the 
Good Friday story will end with Easter joy.  Yet, each year, each 
Sunday it is a joy, a life giving hope, when we hear the good news 
once again.  “Jesus, who was crucified, is raised from the dead.  He 
is not here.”  The resurrection of the Crucified One is God’s 
astounding good news that brings us life.  When Jesus was 
crucified surely Pontius Pilate and the Chief Priests and even the 
disciples thought, well that is the end of Jesus.  But when Jesus 
arises on Easter morning, it is not the end of Jesus, but the end of 
the power of sin and the power of death.  Jesus, the Son of the 
Living God, lives to die no more.  Jesus, the Messiah bore our sin 
on the cross, he died and rose.  Jesus defeated our sin, defeated our 
death.  Jesus lifts us out of the snare of death and sin, recreates us 
as holy righteous children of God with the gift of eternal life.  
Jesus has the authority as the risen crucified Son of God to remove 
our sins and to claim us as his beloved.  Jesus sets us free to live in 
God’s love and peace.  Jesus reconciles us to our Heavenly Father 
and fills our heart with the joy of forgiveness that we may forgive.  
Jesus sets us free with his love so we can love.  Jesus sets us free to 
laugh and sing and dance and to dare to reach out with love to our 
friends, neighbors near and far and even our enemies.  We are an 
Easter people.  We are free to forgive, to laugh, and to reach out 
with love, because even if we fail or even if others reject us, even 
if death were to come our way, Jesus has claimed us and given us 
eternal life.  You are an Easter people.  “Do not be afraid, for you 
seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified, he is risen.”  He has 
risen!  Alleluia! 

ctáàÉÜ etÇwç   
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WORSHIP 
 

 

SILVER LAKESILVER LAKESILVER LAKESILVER LAKE    
Worship Time:  11:00 am 

 
LECTOR SCHEDULE 
April   6…...Kevin Singelstad 
April 13……….….Al Wogen 
April 20…....Barb Thompson 
April 27……..….Bill Loberg 
  
 DUTY ROSTER 
Communion Assistants… 
                     Barb Thompson 
Ushers…………..Bill Loberg 
Acolytes……..Shelby Hagen 
Altar Guild..Minnesota Circle 
 

SIONSIONSIONSION    
Worship Time:  9:30 am 

 
LECTOR SCHEDULE 
April   6………...Pam Haugo 
April 13..…....Renate Tenold 
April 20…..…...Della Benson 
April 27...……Gaylis Tenold 
 
 DUTY ROSTER 
Communion Assistants…   
                   Nathan Tenhaken 
Ushers…………Comer Groe 
                        & Amos Groe 
Altar Guild..........Bev Haugo 
     & Betty Brunsvold 

ATTENDANCE AT SILVER LAKE 
February 24………………........38 
February 27..Lenten Service…153 
March   2…………….……..….38 
March   9………………..…......50 
March 16……………………….53 
March 20…Maundy Thursday…35 
March 21…Good Friday…….....13 
March 23…Easter Sunday…......97 

ATTENDANCE AT SION 
February 24………………........61 
March   2…………….……..….56 
March   9………………..…......52 
March 16……………………….54 
March 23…Easter Sunday..........110 

BAPTISM  

Collin Houg, son of Andrew & Rebecca Houg, will be Baptized 
on Sunday, April 13th at Silver Lake. 
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NOTES ON WORSHIP 
 

Communion 
April 6th – Third Sunday of Easter 

 

Sion Worship 9:30 am 
Silver Lake Worship 11:00 am 

 

PREACHING SCHEDULE 
April   6:  Pastor Randy Baldwin 
April 13:  Pastor Randy Baldwin – “Blessing of the Seeds” 

   April 20:  Pastor Bill Peters  
April 27:  Pastor Randy Baldwin  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOLSUNDAY SCHOOLSUNDAY SCHOOLSUNDAY SCHOOL    
TIMESTIMESTIMESTIMES    

8:30 am at Sion  
9:30 am at Silver Lake 

 
 

April COUNCIL MEETINGS 
At 7:00 pm 

Tuesday, April 8th      
Immanuel, Silver Lake, & Sion 

Councils 

At Immanuel  
 Parish Council 
Tuesday, April 17th    

at Immanuel 

 

SILVER LAKE ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The "Adult" Sunday School Class at Silver Lake will be starting a 
new study on Sunday, March 30th at 9:30 am – “Psalms”.  Anyone 
interested is welcome to join the class at anytime.   
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WELCA WELCA WELCA WELCA     
To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus 

April Information 
 

WELCA MEETING 
The Women at Silver Lake will meet on Thursday, April 3rd at 

7:00 pm at the Silver Lake.   
Hostesses:  Diane Hagen and Kathy Kreuscher 

Devotions:  Minnesota Circle 
 

Sion CirclesSion CirclesSion CirclesSion Circles    
Charities Circle:  Monday, April 21st at 7:00 pm at the home of  

Renate Tenold.  Bible Study Leader is Renee Bergo. 
Education Circle:  Wednesday, April 9th at 2:00 pm at the home of  

Erma Hanson.  Bible Study Leader is Helen Holstad. 
Evangelism Circle:  Monday, April 14th at 9:30 am at the home of  

Gaylis Tenold.  Bible Study Leader is Esther Halvorson. 
Mission Circle:  Monday, April 21st at 4:00 pm at the home of  

Bev Tritch.  Bible Study Leader is Lorraine Morris. 

Silver Lake CirclesSilver Lake CirclesSilver Lake CirclesSilver Lake Circles 
Minnesota Circle:  Tuesday, April 8th at 1:30 pm at the home of  

Shirley Larson, 1406 Regency, Albert Lea MN 
Morning Circle:  Saturday, April 12th at 9:00 am at the home of  

Rose Henderson.   
Naomi Circle:  Wednesday, April 16th at 7:00 pm at the home of  
 Grace Dahlby. 

Lesson LeadersLesson LeadersLesson LeadersLesson Leaders    
There will be a lesson leaders meeting on Tuesday, April 29th at 4:00 pm 
in the lounge at Salem for all leaders of the Lutheran Woman Today 
Bible Study.   If your Circle is using this material please join us for 
insights into the study.  For more information call Margaret Okland at 
592-8097. 

BLANKET SUNDAY 

Sion Ladies are asked to have their completed kits, quilts, and 
blankets or $5.00 to the church by Sunday, April 6th.   
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MOTHER/DAUGHTER TEA 
The Winnebago Women of the ELCA would like to invite the 
Women of the One in Christ Lutheran Parish to their annual 

Mother/Daughter Tea on Wednesday, April 23rd at 7:00 pm at 
Winnebago.  

The Guest Speaker will be Judy Junkermeier, Titonka.   
Judy will be speaking on Dolls. 

 

WELCA LAKE CLUSTER WELCA LAKE CLUSTER WELCA LAKE CLUSTER WELCA LAKE CLUSTER     

SPRING RETREATSPRING RETREATSPRING RETREATSPRING RETREAT    
Lake Cluster will have their Spring Retreat on Saturday, April 
19, at St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, Thornton.  
Registration will be from 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  The Guest 
speaker will be Mrs. Kirsten Hafermann, Waverly, who has 
returned from serving as a missionary in Tanzania.  Lunch will be 
$5.00.   

SION LUTHERAN CHURCH SION LUTHERAN CHURCH SION LUTHERAN CHURCH SION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SPRING FAIRSPRING FAIRSPRING FAIRSPRING FAIR    

"Bountiful Blessings" Salad Luncheon 
and Bake Sale/Craft Sale is May 3rd  
10:00 am to 12:30 pm. Cost is $6.00 
and children $3.00.   

 

Possible Adjusted Summer Worship SchedulePossible Adjusted Summer Worship SchedulePossible Adjusted Summer Worship SchedulePossible Adjusted Summer Worship Schedule    
Nearly all the congregational councils have discussed and approved the 
idea of the parish council to hire an additional “preacher” for the summer 
months – June thru August.  This will cost $125 per Sunday plus mileage 
and the cost of an additional hour a week to participate in a staff meeting. 
The goal is be able to eliminate the 8 am and 11 am worship times and 
the three-point rotation.  All worship times will be one of two times, 
probably 9am & 10:30 am during the summer months.  This preacher 
will lead worship at one site and Pastors Baldwin and Peters will lead 
two worships each at the other sites. (Normal supply preaching for 
vacation times will be in addition to this.)  The availability of preachers 
is being checked out. 
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APRILAPRILAPRILAPRIL    BIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYS        

   At Silver Lake 
 

  3 – Lynn Ferley 
  6 – Whitney Thompson 
  8 – Andrea Thorton 
12 – Katie Christian 
12 – Danny Peterson 
12 – Dorothy Reyerson 
13 – Kathy Larsen 
14 – Robert Nelson 
15 – Denise Knutson 

17 – Rob Nelson   
17 – Rhonda Wogen 
19 – Gilman Johnson 
19 – Lacy Laughton 
20 – Chad LyBarger 
26 – Ardella Hagen 
 

 

APRILAPRILAPRILAPRIL    
ANNIVERSARYANNIVERSARYANNIVERSARYANNIVERSARY    

21 – William & Jeanne Loberg 
  

APRILAPRILAPRILAPRIL BIRTHDAYS BIRTHDAYS BIRTHDAYS BIRTHDAYS 
      At Sion   
 

  1 – Comer Groe 
  4 – Anthony Nelson 
  8 – Cody Haugo 
  8 – Katie Benson 

10 – Renate Tenold 
17 – Alan Brunsvold 
18 – Ivy Christianson 
25 – Shaun Haugerud 

 

APRAPRAPRAPRILILILIL    ANNIVERSARYANNIVERSARYANNIVERSARYANNIVERSARY    
14 – Russell & Renate Tenold 
16 – Amos & Marna Groe 
17 – Dan & Melanie DeVries 
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SHOWERS 
 

BRIDAL SHOWER  

An Open House Bridal Shower for Rachel Tue will be 
held on Saturday, April 12, 2008 at Grace Lutheran 
Church in their Fireside Room from 10:00 am to 
12:00 pm.  Please bring 1 or 2 recipes to share with 

Rachel.  RSVP to Darlene Tue at 507-373-1186. 
 

BRIDAL SHOWER 

An Open House Bridal Shower for Rachel 
Weber, bride-elect of Joshua Haugo, will be 
held on Saturday, April 26, 2008, from 9:00 – 
11:00 am at Sion Lutheran Church.  They will 
be married June 7, 2008 at Sion Lutheran 
Church.  The couple is registered at Pottery 
Barn, Younkers, and Home Depot. 

 

150
TH 
ANNIVERSARY CROCKS AND PLATES 

The Commemorative Crocks and Plates for Silver 
Lake’s 150th Anniversary are here.  These were 

made by the Red Wing Pottery and bare the Red 
Wind trade mark, so they are very collectable.  The 

prices are $25.00 for the Crocks, $20.00 for the Plate and $40.00 
for the set.  If you are interested in purchasing these items please 
contact Joan Vorland or Barb Thompson. 

 

PARISH MISSION EVENT 
Sunday, April 6

th
  

At Winnebago Lutheran Church 
Presentation by Dr. Timothy Schmidt 

China Trip – Pictures and Stories mixed in 
with music 

11:45 am – 1:00 pm Mission Meal 
 Fundraiser for youth summer service trip to Ohio 
1:00 pm china Presentation by Dr. Timothy Schmidt 
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BLESSING OF THE SEEDS 

On Sunday, April 13th we will be blessing the Seeds, the 
Tractors, the planters, the garden rakes, hoes, spades, 

Farmers and their Families during the worship 
service.  So bring your tractors, your garden 
implements and seeds to church on April 13th and we 
will go outside during the service and bless them. 

Also at Immanuel, Silver Lake and Sion we will be blessing the 
Quilts.  

 

STEPHEN MINISTERS 

Stephen Ministers are trained members of our congregations, 
Salem and One in Christ congregations, who are good at listening, 
praying and visiting.  Their ministry is to walk along side someone 
who may be going through a difficult time; loss of a loved one, 
cancer, job loss, loneliness, rehabilitation, and so forth.  Presently, 
we have several trained Stephen Ministers who are eager to walk 
along side someone who may be experiencing a difficult time.  If 
you or someone you know could use a Stephen Minister, please 
contact Pastor Randy Baldwin at 641-590-0727.  
 

HYMNALS FOR SION 

At the last meeting of Sion’s Council the Council followed through 
on the discussion at Sion’s Annual Meeting for the need for more 
hymnals for the front pews and the balcony.  The extra hymnals 
will provide hymnals for large Funerals and larger crowds of 
Easter and Christmas.  The Council estimated thirty more hymnals 
will cover the need.  Each hymnal cost is $20.00.  If anyone would 
like to use some Memorial funds or give some hymnals in honor of 
someone, please contact Pastor Randy or a Council Member.  
Council Members are looking for your feedback and will make the 
decision to order the extra hymnals at their next Council Meeting 
on Tuesday, April 8th. 
 

THANK YOU 

I want to say many thanks to all for the cards, calls and concerns 
since my fall and during the healing process.  Also to Pastor for his 
visit at the hospital.                        Kitty Sandsmark 
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www.oneinchristlutheranparish.org 

Web Page Changes 
We have a new domain name –hopefully easier for everyone to 
remember. 

www.oneinchristlutheranparish.org 
We have or will have a parish wide and individual calendars 
posted, newsletters, and individual congregation information. 

Please enter this as one of your favorites. 

 
FIRST TIME COMMUNION CLASSFIRST TIME COMMUNION CLASSFIRST TIME COMMUNION CLASSFIRST TIME COMMUNION CLASS    
This class is to prepare and instruct youth to begin receiving Holy 
Communion.  It is targeted for fifth graders and others who have 
not had any instruction.   

Monday, April 7
th
 at 6:30 pm 

First Session & Light Supper for Youth & Parents  

At Winnebago Lutheran Church 

Tuesdays – April 17th, 24th, and May 1st    
      at  4:15 – 5:15 pm – Youth only 
Saturday, May 10th at 9:00 – Noon  
We will have our final lessons and make Communion bread for the 
next day.   
First Communion Sunday will be Pentecost Sunday, May 11

th
. 

 

HARMONY RANCH 
     We will have a planning meeting at Harmony Ranch for the two 
sites One in Christ will be building this Spring.  We will meet at 
10:00 am to see the sites.  The meeting is open to those who would 
like to participate in the building process. 
     Harmony Ranch is a local Christian Ministry for Horse Riding 
Therapy.  Plus, Harmony Ranch is creating two trails for walkers 
as well.  One trail will feature sites that help tell the stories of the 
Old Testament and the second trail of sites  telling the story of the 
New Testament.  Harmony Ranch will be open toall kinds of 
groups, families and individuals.  
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One in Christ Lutheran Parish Youth  
Parish Youth Event 

“AWAKEN” 
Riverside Drama Ministry 

6:15 pm – Saturday, April 12th  
Meet at Winnebago Lutheran Church 

(Doors will open at 6:30 pm.) 
(The performance begins at 7:00 pm) 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Forest City 
 
This mime presentation is not only a passion play, but tells the 
whole story of God and His creation from the beginning of time till 
our current day. The presentation is relevant to all ages, settings, 
and any time of year. Approximately 12 actors passionately act out 
scenes from before time, the Bible, and today, showing how God's 
epic story has been continuing through time and into our own lives. 
Current music, relevant to all ages, helps tell the story of this epic 
adventure.  

Sr. High Youth Bible Study 
6:30 – 7:30 pm  Sunday, April 13

th
     

Meet at Winnebago 
All High School youth are invited. 

Youth Service Trip Meeting 
7:30 pm Sunday, April 13th  

All those going on the summer service trip a expected to 
participate in these gatherings that begin to prepare you and the 

group for this meaningful experience. 
 

MANNA FOOD SHELF 

Please remember to bring your non-perishable for food 
item for the Manna Food Shelf the first Sunday of each 
month.   
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Natural Church Development 
Presentation 

Sunday, April 13th from 1:30 – 4:00 pm 
At Bethany Lutheran Church 

Church Health Team Members 
Congregational Leaders and Councils 

All Congregational Members  
All are welcome to find out more about this process “to grow 

church”.  A process that our congregations and parish will be 
“rooting” themselves into to look at ourselves and to see a vision 

of where God is directing us and where we will work to go. 
 

The first hour of this gathering is 
geared for everyone – we will be a 

presentation exploring and explaining 
the basic principles of Natural Church 

Development.  Then we will break and the “church health teams” 
will meet with their coaches to begin to explore “what’s next.” 

In preparation for this event, please read the book of Acts 
the week prior to attending. 
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Natural Church Development                                   Natural Church Development                                   Natural Church Development                                   Natural Church Development                                   
Overview of Natural Church Development:  Critics of the 

church growth movement have often emphasized the need for 
quality congregations. "Don't focus on numerical growth, 
concentrate on qualitative growth." Christian Schwarz agrees 
wholeheartedly! Through careful research, Christian Schwarz 
has verified the link between church health and growth. The 
study examined 1,000 churches in 32 countries from 5 
continents. A total of 4.2 million pieces of data were collected 
and thoroughly analyzed, using approved methods from social 
science. The result: The research results confirm what many 
leaders have known intuitively -- healthy churches are growing 
churches, making more and better disciples in loving obedience 
to Christ.  

Eight essential qualities (principles) were identified, which can be 
measured quantitatively: Empowering Leadership; Gift-
based Ministry; Passionate Spirituality; Effective 

Structures; Inspiring Worship Services: Holistic Small 

Groups; Need-oriented Evangelism; and Loving 

Relationships. 

 The key in each of these quality characteristics is the adjective, 
which can be considered a summary of the six growth forces as 
they apply to that characteristic: empowering, gift-based, 
passionate, effective, etc. Every church has some sort of 
leadership or worship or structure. Not all emphasize the 
adjectives at the front of each of these quality characteristics. 
Here are some brief definitions: 

No Quality Characteristic Can Be Missing:  No one single factor 
leads to growth in churches; it is the interplay of the eight 
elements as they relate to the growth forces. 

The “All-by-Itself-Principle”  The secret of growing churches 
does not consist in pushing or pulling the church in human 
strength and efforts—but in releasing and developing the 
potential God himself uses to build his church. Then growth 
occurs all by itself. 

This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on 
the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the 
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seed sprouts, and grows; though he does not know how. All by 
itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, and 
then full kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts 
the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.  

Is NCD biblical?  Mark 4:26-28: “He also said, ‘This is what the 
kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. 
Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts 
and grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the soil 
produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full 
kernel in the head.’”  I Cor 3:6: “I planted the seed, Apollos 
watered it, but God made it grow.”  We plant, we water, but 
God gives the growth. When the conditions of health are 

there, growth happens “all by itself.” 

The two basic impetuses for NCD study and research are 
essentially biblical: A desire to reach more people, and a desire 
for increasing quality. The church is designed by God to grow 
so growth happens automatically if we remove the obstacles 
that prevent growth. Growing churches use this growth 
principle. 

The Minimum Factor 

Imagine a barrel with eight staves, each representing the eight 
quality characteristics. The staves in the barrel only reach as 
high as the score of the characteristic. With this analogy, you 
can only fill the barrel to the level of the lowest stave. So to 
increase the capacity of the barrel, we must increase the height 
of the lowest stave. 

Now focusing on the minimum factor does not mean that we don’t 
pay attention to the other seven areas. As stated before, all 
eight characteristics are vitally important to healthy growing 
churches. Focusing on the minimum factors helps us to set 
timely priorities. Since all eight areas can’t be worked on with 
the same amount of energy and concentration, we need to find 
areas that will yield the greatest long range return on our 
investments. Remember, minimum factors can change 
quickly—especially when there is a conscious attempt to 
improve on this one area. 

Growth Force Principles 
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Interdependence: Individual units are connected to each other in a 
larger system. Changes in one ministry will affect other 
ministries in the church and community. (Synonym: 
Connecting) 

Multiplication: Healthy organisms do not grow endlessly, but 
reproduce themselves. Synonym: Reproducing 

Energy transformation: Momentum or energy already flowing, 
whether positive or negative, can be redirected to accomplish 
God’s purposes. (Synonym: Harnessing) 

Sustainability: Resources used should increase the capacity for 
on-going growth and development, as well as serve multiple 
purposes. (Synonym: Sustaining) 

Symbiosis: Different ministries can cultivate cooperative 
relationships so the mutual benefit is greater than operating 
separately. (Synonym: Cooperating) 

Fruitfulness: Each ministry needs to produce discernible results in 
line with its intended purpose. (Synonym: Evaluating) 

 

“Why Six?” 
By noon of last Friday, six crosses draped in red and purple were 

erected outside the Lutheran Campus Ministry in DeKalb.  I 
had asked my husband, a dear friend who had driven in from 
Iowa to be with us, and some students and friends of LCM to 
build big crosses and plant them on our lawn.  They are 
beautiful and they have come to mean so much for so many.  
But many ask, "why six?"  For me, the answer is not 
difficult...six crosses, six children of God gone from us.  All six 
were loved by God and all six were victims and all six left 
behind families who are hurting, confused, empty.   

Saturday night a man came into LCM.  His hands were ice cold 
and he was warming himself with some sturdy coffee.  He was 
visibly shaken which was my invitation to ask him to sit with 
me, talk with me.  He was not a student.  Up until Thursday, 
his only connection to NIU was through a sister who had 
graduated from the school years ago.  As of Thursday, he was 
connected by a sixth cross.    
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He came to campus to lay flowers at "snow hill," a shrine directly 
across the street from LCM...a shrine spontaneously birthed on 
a busy campus corner by hundreds as they left the LCM 
midnight vigil on Thursday/Friday.   A statue of Buddah, 
frozen flowers, notes, signs, hundreds of candles have created 
"snow hill"   And, there are six crosses on the hill: five crosses 
facing forward with names of those shot and killed and the 
sixth cross with no name simply facing backward.  He came to 
lay flowers at "snow hill," but he did not.  Instead of finding 
solace at the hill, he was crushed by the sixth cross.  With a sad 
heart, clad only in a light suit coat on a very cold night, he 
began walking the empty campus streets.   After some time, he 
found himself across from "snow hill" and standing in front of 
LCM, in front of six crosses all facing in one direction with no 
names added but with many words of love and hope written by 
those who came to find peace at the cross.  He laid his flowers 
in front of the six crosses, read our sign that invites anyone to 
come to us 24/7 for comfort and care.  He accepted our 
invitation and was quite amazed to find himself talking with 
me. 

But, talk he did.  He shared his life story.  He told me of his 
children.  He told me of his pain.  And, he asked if the sixth 
cross on "snow hill," the cross turned away from us and the rest 
of the world, meant that God had turned away from 
Stephen.  "Does that sixth cross mean that God has turned his 
back on that boy?"   My heart ached for him and we cried 
together as I told him of God’s love for all the children…as I 
told him that all six of those young adults were loved by God 
and that God’s mercy and forgiveness is for all people.  He 
thought about that for a long moment and then said,  

 
“I hope so because that could be my son.  I worry about him.  He’s 

not healthy.  He knows that.  He won’t stay on his medicine 
and I’m afraid of what he could do.  I’m afraid God and the 
world will turn their backs on him and on me.” 

We have six crosses outside LCM as a witness to the world that 
God loves us all…that God forgives us all…that there is hope 
for all…that the cross of Christ stands in blustery winter winds 
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for everyone.  “Why six?”  Because God’s grace and mercy is 
for all!    
  

Six crosses.   
Six crosses draped in the color of Lent-royal purple. 
Six crosses draped in the color of glory--red. 
Red. A school color. 
Red. A holy color, reminiscent of Christ's blood shed on the cross. 
Red. Christ's blood now mingled with the blood of six. 
 
Six crosses. 
A guiding place on campus--"the six cross corner." 
Crosses that guide to places, prayers, hearts, hope. 
 
Six crosses. 
No distinctions, simply acknowledgement. 
Six, not five. 
Six children.  Six families.  
Six children of God, all loved by God. 
 
Six crosses. 
Six hurting families.   
No distinctions, simply painful fact. 
Six families crying out for mercy. 
 
Six crosses-- 
offering hope to world family 
facing east toward rising sun 
standing firm in winters' storms 
directing hearts to God whose back is never turned—whose love is 

always flowing— 
whose mercy is upon us all. 
 
Diane Dardon, Campus 

Pastor, Northern Illinois 
University Lutheran 
Campus Pastor, February 
18, 2008 


