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ONE IN CHRIST STAFF ONE IN CHRIST STAFF ONE IN CHRIST STAFF ONE IN CHRIST STAFF INFORMATIONINFORMATIONINFORMATIONINFORMATION    
 

Pastor Randy Baldwin   
                         Home:           568-3615 
   Offices:   
      Silver Lake:   293-5556  
      Sion:        592-8892 
      Immanuel:      568-3666 
If you call any of the offices and no one answers 
please let the phone ring four times and then the call 
will be forwarded to Pastor Baldwin’s cell phone.  
Please understand that if Pastor Baldwin does not 
answer or the phone is off, he is probably on a visit.  
Please leave a message and he will get back to you as 
soon as possible. 
   Cell:            641-590-0727 
 

Pastor Bill Peters 
   Home:           567-3381 
     Winnebago Office:      567-3675 
    Bethany Office:  588-3366 
   (Wednesday mornings)  
  

Please note the message above also applies to calling 
Pastor Bill Peters.  Cell:       641-590-2737 
 
Secretary – Sandy Lindflott’s E-mail Address is 
  rlindflott@wctatel.net, Home phone #641-588-3435 
 
Parish Web Site:  www.wctatel.net/web/oneinchrist 
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  YÜÉÅ à{x ctáàÉÜËá Wxá~ 
“Jesus said to her, ‘Why are you weeping?  
Whom do you seek?’  Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir if you have 

carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, 
and I will take him away.’  Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’”   John 20:15-16a 
   

As Mary wept in the garden she was still living in the suffering 
and death of our Lord.  She was about to experience the joy of Easter.  
Her tears of sorrow, heart break and disappointment would turn to 
complete joy as Jesus calls out her name.  Jesus was alive.  Jesus was 
standing before her.  When, Mary wiped the tears from her eyes to see 
more clearly, she could see the wounds in his hands, and his feet.  It was 
her Lord Jesus.  It was his warm eyes and friendly smile beaming at her 
with his loving familiar face.  Mary blinked twice.  Jesus was still standing 
there.  Jesus warned her not to embrace him just yet.  He was to ascend 
to his Father, then he would meet his disciples.  Jesus asked Mary if she 
would go and tell them that he was alive and he would meet with them.  
Mary could hardly believe her eyes and ears.  But it was true.  Jesus was 
alive.  He had risen from the dead. 

As we begin this month of March, we are in the same time in our 
journey as Mary was on that early Sunday morning.  That is, we are still 
leading up to Jesus’ passion, his suffering and death, waiting for this 
journey to come to Easter morning when Mary hears the voice of her 
risen Lord call her name.  Easter is glorious.  Easter fills our hearts with 
hope.  Easter fills our hearts with joy.  But there cannot be Easter joy, 
without the sorrow and sadness of the suffering and death of Jesus on 
the cross.  As we journey through Lent, we are making the journey of the 
gift of the Lord’s Supper, a new covenant, the night of praying in the 
Garden, the betrayal of friends, the mockery of a trial, the cries for Jesus’ 
crucifixion, his whipping, crucifixion, suffering, death and burial.  It is a 
difficult journey.  It is not as difficult, a journey as the disciples made with 
Jesus, but it is still a difficult journey none the less.   

Most of the year, we are journeying with the disciples as they 
listen to Jesus teach people about the kingdom of God.  We enjoy 
listening and learning from the parables over and over again.  We are 
still learning how the Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, or how it is 
as precious as a great pearl.  We marvel at the stories of Jesus calming 
the wind and the sea with a simple word or how Jesus comes to the 
disciples by walking on water on a stormy night.  We like hearing about 
the miracles of Jesus; Jesus turning the water into wine, Jesus feeding 
the four and five thousand plus with a few loaves of bread and a couple 
of fish.  We feel included in God’s kingdom as we hear how Jesus kept 
reaching out to the outsiders, the sinners, the lepers, the tax collectors 
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and the prostitutes.  It is comfortable to sit at Jesus’ feet, to learn from 
him about the kingdom of God. 

It is not so comfortable however, to learn about the kingdom of 
God at the cross.  The disciples were expecting more of the glory of 
Palm Sunday, when the people greeted Jesus with “Hosanna’s”.  They 
did not think they would abandon their Lord.  They did not think they 
would hear the sledge hammer clanging against the nails through Jesus’ 
hands and feet.  Nor did they think they would hear Jesus cry out to his 
heavenly Father, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  Living 
this side of Easter does not make these words any easier to hear.  Living 
on this side of Easter, we are joyful that our Lord Jesus is still alive and 
walking with us.  But living this side of Easter, we always see the wounds 
in our Risen Lord’s hands and feet.  The wounds cause us to look back 
to the mockery, the whipping, the suffering and death on the cross.  Why 
did Jesus’ journey led him to the cross and the grave?  The painful 
answer is our sin. 
It is our sin that led Jesus to the cross.  He wasn’t caught up in the 
politics of the day.  He had struggled fiercely with bearing the cross, 
sweating drops of blood, but he always ended his prayers, “Not my will, 
but thy will be done.”  Jesus went to the cross to defeat your sin, my sin 
and the sin of the world.  Jesus went to the cross to destroy your sin that 
separated you from your Holy Heavenly Father.  Jesus went to the cross 
so you would know how much Jesus and your Heavenly Father love you.  
Jesus went to the cross so no matter what words of hurt and scorn you 
uttered, no matter what deeds of selfishness you committed, when you 
turned and asked for forgiveness, Jesus would have the authority in 
heaven and on earth as the risen crucified Son of God to proclaim you 
forgiven.  Jesus, your risen crucified Lord, lives and seeks you out with 
his love claiming you as his child.  Jesus lives to walk with you and talk 
with you heart to heart.  Jesus lives to lead you to his Father’s house 
where you will live in the light of his Father’s glory, sit and eat at his 
Father’s table for all eternity in the fullness of his kingdom.  The joy of 
Easter springs forth from the sorrow and suffering of the cross.  The joy 
of Easter is the love of our Lord, which reveals the depth of his love for 
you and me.  The joy of Easter is victory over sin, victory over death.  
The joy of Easter is our risen Lord Jesus greeting us by calling our name.  
The joy of Easter is yours and mine as we cry out together; “He is Risen!  
He is risen indeed!” 

ctáàÉÜ etÇwç   
 

Daylight Savings Time Change - March 9th 
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WORSHIP 
 

SILVER LAKESILVER LAKESILVER LAKESILVER LAKE    
Worship Time:  11:00 am 
 
LECTOR SCHEDULE 
March   2…….Jeanne Loberg 
March   9….Kitty Sandsmark 
March 16...Dennis Kreuscher 
March 23……....Nolan Zobel 
March 30……...Vickie Zobel 
  
 DUTY ROSTER 
Communion Assistants..???? 
Ushers…….Kevin Singelstad 
     Anna & Bianca Singelstad 
Acolytes……….Junior Waltz 
Altar Guild…Morning Circle 
 

SIONSIONSIONSION    
Worship Time:  9:30 am 
 
LECTOR SCHEDULE 
March   2…....Renate Tenold 
March   9……..Della Benson 
March 16……..Gaylis Tenold 
March 23.......Doug Kingland 
March 30…….LeAnn Hagen 
 
 DUTY ROSTER 
Communion Assistants…   
                       Doug Kingland 
Ushers……..Warren Brackey 
                    & Jacob Brackey 
Altar Guild….......Bev Haugo 
      & Betty Brunsvold 

ATTENDANCE AT SILVER LAKE 
January 27…………….……..29 
February   3…………….……37 
February 10……………….…23 
February 17……………….…56 

ATTENDANCE AT SION 
January 27………...……..…..59 
February   3……………….…53 
February   6.Ash Wednesday..46 
February 10……………….…..0 Cold Weather 
February 13…Joint Lenten...106 
February 17……………….…59 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
Don’t be late for church, remember to turn you 
clocks ahead Saturday, March 8th before you go 

to bed. 
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NOTES ON WORSHIP 
 

Communion 
March 2nd – 4 Lent 

March 23rd – Easter Sunday  
 

Sion Worship 9:30 am 
Silver Lake Worship 11:00 am 

 

PREACHING SCHEDULE 
March   2:  Pastor Bill Peters 
March   5:  Pastors Randy & Bill 
March   9:  Pastor Randy Baldwin and “The Brethren” 
March 12:  Pastors Randy & Bill 

   March 16:  Pastor Randy Baldwin  
   March 20:  Pastor Randy Baldwin Maundy Thursday  

March 21:  Pastor Randy Baldwin Good Friday 
March 23:  Pastor Randy Baldwin Easter 
March 30:  Pastor Randy Baldwin 
 
 

SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY SCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOL    
TIMESTIMESTIMESTIMES    

8:30 am at Sion  
9:45 am at Silver Lake 

 
 

March COUNCIL MEETINGS 
At 7:00 pm Tuesday, March 11th     
Immanuel, Silver Lake, & Sion 

Councils at Sion  
 Parish Council 

At 7:00 pm Tuesday, March 18th   
at Bethany 
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“Living Lent” 
MIDWEEK LENTEN WORHSIPS 

Wednesdays, at 7:15 pm 
Lenten Supper 6:00 – 7:00 pm 

Each week the midweek worship will be held at 

a different parish congregation.  We invite you 

to car pool to help people get to the different 

churches – talk to one another to arrange this.  

Directions can be available. 

February 27th     “The CAMEL tells of a warning Savior” 
 At Silver Lake Lutheran Church 
March 5th           “The HEN tells of a grieving Savior” 
  At Bethany Lutheran Church 
March 12th         “The VULTURE tells of a coming Savior” 
 At Immanuel Lutheran Church 

(Meal – Parish Youth Mission Trip Fundraiser) 
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY WORSHIP 

Sunday, March 16
th
  

MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP 
Thursday, March 20

th
   

7:15 pm at Silver Lake w/Holy Communion 
7:15 pm at Bethany w/Holy Communion 

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP 
Friday, March 21

st
   

2:00 pm at Winnebago w/Holy Communion 
3:00 pm at Silver Lake 
7:15 pm at Immanuel  
7:15 pm at Bethany 

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Sunday, March 23

rd
 w/Holy Communion 

7:30 am at Immanuel 
7:30 Easter Breakfast at Sion 

8:30 am Easter Breakfast at Immanuel 
9:00 am at Sion 

9:00 am Easter Breakfast at Silver Lake 
10:30 am at Silver Lake 
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WELCA WELCA WELCA WELCA     
To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus 

March Information 
 

WELCA MEETING 
The Women at Silver Lake 

will meet on Saturday, March 
1st at 9:00 am to Quilt they 

will also have a Potluck 
Dinner.  Altar and Devotions:  Morning Circle 

Sion CirclesSion CirclesSion CirclesSion Circles    
Charities Circle:  Monday, March 17th at 7:00 pm at the home of  

Renee Bergo.  Bible Study Leader is Penny Nelson. 
Education Circle:  Wednesday, March 12th at 2:00 pm at the home of 

Helen Holstad.  Bible Study Leader is Mavis Felland. 
Evangelism Circle:  Monday, March 10th at 9:30 am at the  

Jean Hagen.  Bible Study Leader is Audrey Groe. 
Mission Circle:  Monday, March 10th at 4:00 pm at the home of  

Carol Willand.  Bible Study Leader is Lorraine Morris. 

Silver Lake CirclesSilver Lake CirclesSilver Lake CirclesSilver Lake Circles 
Minnesota Circle:  Does not meet in March 
Morning Circle:  Saturday, March 8th at 9:00 am at the home of  

Barb Thompson.   
Naomi Circle:  Wednesday, March 19th at 7:00 pm at the home of  
 Kathy Kreuscher. 

Lesson LeadersLesson LeadersLesson LeadersLesson Leaders    
There will be a lesson leaders meeting on Tuesday, March 25th at 4:00 pm in 
the lounge at Salem for all leaders of the Lutheran Woman Today Bible 
Study.   If your Circle is using this material please join us for insights into 
the study.  For more information call Margaret Okland at 592-8097. 
 

WORSHIP TIME CHANGE 
Sunday, March 2nd Worship Time Changes 

8:00 am Immanuel 
9:30 am Sion 

11:00 am Silver Lake 
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MARCH MARCH MARCH MARCH BIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYS        
   At Silver Lake 
 

  3 – Deloris Singelstad 
  3 – Gordon Peterson 
  7 – Nathan Loberg 
  7 – Heather Nelson 
  9 – Nolan Zobel 
14 – Bill Loberg 
16 – Rosie Leegaard  
18 – Larry Larson 

18 – Xander Haugen 
21 – John Leegaard 
22 – Gus Hagen 
23 – Gerda Kleinschrodt 
24 – John Haugerud 
28 – Lillian Perkins 
29 – Erik Hengesteg 
30 – Gayle Thompson 

 

MARCH ANNIVERSARY 
 

13 – Michael & Marlene Christian 
26 – Neil & Donna Haugen 

  

MARCH BIRTHDAYSMARCH BIRTHDAYSMARCH BIRTHDAYSMARCH BIRTHDAYS 
      At Sion  
  1 – Murlette Hagen 
  6 – Alyce Brunsvold 
  7 – Helen Holstad 
  8 – Victor Groe 
  9 – Nathan TenHaken 
  9 – Gage Tenold 
15 – Staci Hagen 

16 – Mitchell Storby 
17 – Jon Haugo  
19 – Dennis Bergo 
20 – LeAnn Hagen  
22 – Pam Haugo 
22 – Senora Holstad 

 

MARCH ANNIVERSARY 
27 – Ernest & Erma Hanson 
30 – Doug & Angie Bacon 

 
 

THE BRETHREN 
The quartet “The Brethren” will sing for us at Immanuel, 
Silver Lake and Sion on Sunday, March 9th during the 
Worship Services.  Please mark your calendars. 
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PARISH EVENT 

Movie – “Passion of Christ” 
Sunday, March 16th at 6:30 pm   

At Winnebago Lutheran Church 
Many saw this movie a couple of years ago and never really had a 
chance to unpack everything that they saw.  Some have never seen 

this movie – only heard about it. 
We will take some time after the movie for those who would like 

to talk about it. 
This movie is rather explicit, there are some scenes that are not 

suitable for all ages.  All are welcome, but parents please keep this 

in mind. 

Bring snack to share. 
Beverages will be provided. 

 

F~UN! – Midweek Christian Education  
for 1st- 4th Grades 

3:15 pm to 5:00 pm at Salem Lutheran Church 
Family Night  

6:30 pm Thursday, March 13th  

 
“SHARE YOUR SOLE” PROJECT 

Everyone can help!  February – March 16th JJ 
and Brenda Durgin are doing a Mission 
Project with Shelter Reality to collect gently 
used or new shoes for the recent tornado 
victims and poverty stricken children.  It seems all ages have 1 or 2 
pairs of shoes that don’t get worn so we felt this was a realistic 
project that could help many.  Please bring shoes to church or our 
home (40996A 210th Ave, Lake Mills).  There will be a box in the 
Narthex.  Any questions please call Brenda at 641-592-1174. 
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PARISH YOUTH NEWS 
PARISH YOUTH – “Movie” Night 

4:00 pm Sunday, March 9th @ Winnebago 
Bring a snack to share. 

Light supper to be provided. 
 

Sr. High YOUTH - Bible Study 
6:30 – 7:30 pm Sunday, March 9th    

Meet at Winnebago 
All High School youth are invited. 

 

Parish Youth Mission Trip 
July 26th – August 3rd  

Group Workcamps Zanesville, Ohio 
We can add more youth who are interested  

until the work site fills up. 
Meeting – 7:30 pm Sunday, March 9th   

 
THANK YOUSTHANK YOUSTHANK YOUSTHANK YOUS    

Because I don’t do well with surprises – either with speeches or 
emotions – I want to say a big “thank you” for the lovely plaque 
which I received last Sunday in honor of my retirement.  This was 
totally unexpected especially since the reception of cake and 
coffee, etc back in October.  To Russ:  the message he had 
engraved on the plaque is precious.  Thanks again!   
   In Appreciation, Erma Hanson 
 
We would like to say THANK YOU to all those who came to the 
Lenten Supper at Winnebago on February 20th and helped us raise 
money for the Mission Trip to Zanesville OH at the end of July.  
Your generosity is very much appreciated.   
   God’s Blessing to you.   
   The 2008 Parish Mission Trip Participants    
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NORTH PINES ASSISTED LIVING 
A representative from the North Pines Assisted Living (attached to 
the Lutheran Retirement home in Northwood), will be making a 
presentation about their new facility during fellowship time 9:00 
am on Sunday, March 2nd at 10:15 am during Silver Lake’s 
fellowship. 
 
UNDERSTANDING GRIEF AND LOSS SUPPORT GROUP 

Hospice of North Iowa is holding 7 sessions for an Understanding 
Grief and Loss Support Group. 

Mondays starting  
March 10th through April 21st  

from 3:00 – 5:00 pm  
at the New Hospice Office,  

605 East J Street, Suite 200, Forest City 
Understanding Grief and Loss is an adult support group that will 
provide grief education and support to individuals who’ve 
experienced the death of a family member or friend.  There is no 
charge but space is limited.  To register call:  Hospice of North 
Iowa at 641-585-3428 or 1-888-383-4129. 
 

SOUP LUNCHEON 
Grace Lutheran Church in Hanlontown is holding a Soup luncheon 
on Sunday, March 2nd from 11:30 am – 1:00 pm.  Cost: $6.00 for 
Adults, $3.00 for 10 years old – 1st Grade and Free for 
Kindergarten and younger.  They will be serving Chili, Chicken 
Noodle, or Beans & Ham Soups, Salad, Pie and Bread.  
 

BENEFIT FOR DEAN ULVE 
A Pancake Breakfast will be held to help defray the cost of medical 
expenses for Dean Ulve who is battleing Colon Cancer.  The 
Breakfast will be held on Sunday, March 2nd from 8:00 am – 1:00 
pm at the Civic Center in Lake Mills.  There will also be a Bake 
Sale and Silent Auction.  The funds collected will be supplemented 
by Thrivent.  If you would like to donate some baked items or 
items for the silent auction pleased contact any of the committee 
members at Dielectric at 592-4300. 
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Natural Church Development 

AN ORGANIC WAY OF UNDERSTANDING 
THE CHURCH 

On Sunday, February 24th (weather permitting) the parish 
council will meet with our “coach(s)” to begin working with our 
parish health (parish council) team to evaluate, analyze and 
implement goals that are gleaned from that information. 

In the meantime, I want to continue to introduce some of the 
vocabulary and language and ways of thinking about this process 
that we have begun. 

Last month I introduced the “growth forces”.  
Growth forces are principles we find in the biological world which 
bring about the greatest possible results with the least possible 
energy expenditure. They result in the "all by itself" principle. That 
is, when a seed is planted, given the right sustenance (air, water, 
sun, soil), the plant, from the seed, will grow "all by itself." 

NCD has applied these to the organism of the church and 
formulated six biotic principles applicable to church health and 
growth. When implemented they put into motion the "all by itself" 
principle which naturally brings about health and growth for the 
church. The questions that we begin to raise are related to these six 
“growth” principles. 
Interdependence (connecting) 
• Individual units are connected to each other in a larger system. 

Changes in one ministry will affect other ministries in the 
church and community.  

Multiplication (reproducing) 
• Healthy organisms do not grow endlessly, but reproduce 

themselves.  
Energy transformation (leveraging) 
• Momentum or energy already flowing, whether positive or 

negative, can be redirected to accomplish God's purposes.  
Sustainability (enduring) 
• Resources used should increase the capacity for on-going 

growth and development, as well as serve multiple purposes.  



 14 

Symbiosis (cooperating) 
• Different ministries can cultivate cooperative relationships so 

the mutual benefit is greater than operating separately.  
Fruitfulness (producing/evaluating) 
• Each ministry needs to produce discernible results in line with 

its intended purpose.  
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Applicants for One in Christ 
Lutheran Parish 

Parish Administrative Assistant 
Those wishing to apply for the position of parish administrative 
assistant are invited to look over the job description and 
expectations, then submit a application (cover) letter, a personal 
resume which is to include at least three references (complete with 
name, address, and phone number) to:  

One in Christ Lutheran Parish 
Attn; Pastor Bill Peters 
40029  210th Avenue 
Lake Mills, Iowa  50450 

To be received at this address by March 15, 2008. 
 

If you have any questions, please direct them to 

members of the Parish Council – Vickie Zobel, 

Nancy Fjelstad, John Johnson, Homer Peterson, 

Richard Lindflott, Randy Holstad; 

or either parish pastor – Pastors Baldwin and 

Peters. 
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PARISH ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT - 
REQUIREMENTS AND EXPECTATIONS 

1.  COMMUNICATIONS: 
  A.  Bulletins, newsletters, updating web page and 

calendars 
             1.  Volunteers could be used to help assemble 

the newsletters. 
2.   ADMINISTRATION: 
  A.  Record keeping of membership and addresses, 

communion, baptisms, weddings, funerals and 
some financial matters 

       B.  Communications for youth events, confirmation, 
adult events, bible studies, and other parish 
events. 

        C.  Be a first point contact person for the Pastors and 
the Parish 

        D.  Coordination of the Pastors’ schedules 
3.  OFFICE: 
  A.  The location of this centralized office will be at 

Winnebago Lutheran Church, 40029  210th 
Avenue, Lake Mills, Iowa  50450 (located 7 
miles SW of Lake Mills).   

   B.  Work schedule will be a 3/4 (approximately 30 
hours per week) time position at this time 

4.   TIMETABLE FOR HIRING: 
   A.  The posting of this position within the Parish will 

begin February 19, 2008 thru March 15, 2008. 
        B.  Begin interviewing by the end of March 2008. 
 C.  Target date to begin this position will be April 15th 

or as soon as the person hired can begin after 
this date. 

5.    FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF THE POSITION  
 A.  Developing and introducing a base for a gift 

oriented ministry throughout the parish 
 B.  Be the coordinator for volunteer help throughout the 

Parish 
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This reflection is from Pastor Diane Dardon, the campus pastor at 

Northern Illinois Universtiy, the place of the recent school 

shootings.  Pastor Diane and her husband, Estuardo, are the 

individuals who have been leading our trips to Guatemala. 

 
To dear family, friends, colleagues: 
  
Dear Sisters and Brothers: 
 The last of the family members had left.  After hours of 
excruciating waiting, they had learned that their daughters were, 
indeed, those who had died in an instant of terror.  As I shared a 
final prayer with one family I had been with through all of the 
horrible moments of waiting and identifying and weeping, I found 
myself standing outside the ER doors, but not alone. 

 An older gentleman was standing in the entryway with me.  
He, like me, was simply staring through the doors.  Something—
ah, that Holy Spirit—moved us closer to each other.  He leaned 
over and read my name that I had scrawled on a piece of cloth 
medical tape and plastered hours—eons—earlier to my shirt.  
"Pastor Diane.  Hmmm.  I'm a pastor," he said.  "I'm a retired 
chaplain."  We were quiet as we stood side by side, still looking 
out into the dark, cold, early morning hours.  "My whole life," he 
continued, "I've been on the other side, walking people through 
this stuff.  One part of me knows the truth in all I've told others at 
such times.  The other part of me knows the pain of being a 
grandfather whose baby is gone."  We stood quietly, tears falling 
from swollen eyes that still seemed to be searching for answers in 
the darkness beyond. 

 We stood together for a long time, not saying a word.  He 
broke the silence once again.  "Once a pastor told me how he had 
someone stand by him during a tragic moment. The person sat with 
my pastor friend and when my friend got up and walked to the 
window, the other went with him.  They never exchanged a word 
but they were just there, together."  We stood in the quiet, cold 
moment again. 

The ER doors behind us folded open and his family walked through the 
doors, ready to finally to leave without the daughter and grand-daughter they 
had so desperately hoped to take home.  As the family moved toward cars, my 
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colleague and I simply stood there, together, perfectly aware of one 
another's tears and filled with a sorrow that such moments hold.  
Neither of could—or wanted to move. 

 As I stood by this colleague in ministry—this sad and 
anguished grand father—I was reminded of words I have shared 
with so many people through my years in ministry: the tears we 
shed in life are our baptismal reminders.  In the holy waters of 
baptism we are washed, renewed, refreshed, forgiven—healed.  
The tears we shed become the waters of healing and I believe each 
tear is mingled with tears shed with us by our loving Creator—ours 
are holy waters, holy tears, shed most freely as we stand at the foot 
of the cross.  As the holy waters stream from broken hearts and the 
baptismal seal of the cross burns through us, we are reminded of 
God's healing and mercy and grace that comes through our Savior.   

 In these days so many of us have been standing at the foot of 
the cross, quietly screaming from the depths of our souls for 
healing and mercy, quietly washed by holy tears.  We have stood 
quietly together—despite distance that has divided us.  We have 
stood together at the foot of the cross, reminded through the drop 
of each tear of the hope that is ours in the cross.  We have stood, 
searching the darkness, and with the rising of the sun on this new 
day, we find ourselves bathed in the light and hope of our Savior.   

 Thank you for standing with so many of us at NIU at the foot 
of the cross.  Thank you for your holy, baptismal tears.  Thank you 
for praying us into the Light.  Thank you for continuing to pray for 
us as we walk forward in uncertainty—but in hope. 
  
With flowing tears and a grateful heart, 
Diane Dardon 
NIU Lutheran Campus Pastor 
February 16, 2008 
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“Why Six?” 
By noon of last Friday, six crosses draped in red and purple 

were erected outside the Lutheran Campus Ministry in DeKalb.  I 
had asked my husband, a dear friend who had driven in from Iowa 
to be with us, and some students and friends of LCM to build big 
crosses and plant them on our lawn.  They are beautiful and they 
have come to mean so much for so many.  But many ask, "why 
six?"  For me, the answer is not difficult...six crosses, six children 
of God gone from us.  All six were loved by God and all six were 
victims and all six left behind families who are hurting, confused, 
empty.   

 Saturday night a man came into LCM.  His hands were ice 
cold and he was warming himself with some sturdy coffee.  He 
was visibly shaken which was my invitation to ask him to sit with 
me, talk with me.  He was not a student.  Up until Thursday, his 
only connection to NIU was through a sister who had graduated 
from the school years ago.  As of Thursday, he was connected by a 
sixth cross.    

 He came to campus to lay flowers at "snow hill," a 
shrine directly across the street from LCM...a shrine spontaneously 
birthed on a busy campus corner by hundreds as they left the LCM 
midnight vigil on Thursday/Friday.   A statue of Buddah, frozen 
flowers, notes, signs, hundreds of candles have created "snow 
hill"   And, there are six crosses on the hill: five crosses facing 
forward with names of those shot and killed and the sixth cross 
with no name simply facing backward.  He came to lay flowers at 
"snow hill," but he did not.  Instead of finding solace at the hill, he 
was crushed by the sixth cross.  With a sad heart, clad only in a 
light suit coat on a very cold night, he began walking the empty 
campus streets.   After some time, he found himself across from 
"snow hill" and standing in front of LCM, in front of six crosses all 
facing in one direction with no names added but with many words 
of love and hope written by those who came to find peace at the 
cross.  He laid his flowers in front of the six crosses, read our sign 
that invites anyone to come to us 24/7 for comfort and care.  He 
accepted our invitation and was quite amazed to find himself 
talking with me. 
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But, talk he did.  He shared his life story.  He told me of his 
children.  He told me of his pain.  And, he asked if the sixth cross 
on "snow hill," the cross turned away from us and the rest of 
the world, meant that God had turned away from Stephen.  "Does 
that sixth cross mean that God has turned his back on that boy?"   
My heart ached for him and we cried together as I told him of 
God’s love for all the children…as I told him that all six of those 
young adults were loved by God and that God’s mercy and 
forgiveness is for all people.  He thought about that for a long 
moment and then said, “I hope so because that could be my son.  I 
worry about him.  He’s not healthy.  He knows that.  He won’t stay 
on his medicine and I’m afraid of what he could do.  I’m afraid 
God and the world will turn their backs on him and on me.” 

We have six crosses outside LCM as a witness to the world that 
God loves us all…that God forgives us all…that there is hope for 
all…that the cross of Christ stands in blustery winter winds for 
everyone.  “Why six?”  Because God’s grace and mercy is for all!    
  
Six crosses.   
Six crosses draped in the color of Lent-royal purple. 
Six crosses draped in the color of glory--red. 
Red. A school color. 
Red. A holy color, reminiscent of Christ's blood shed on the cross. 
Red. Christ's blood now mingled with the blood of six. 
  
Six crosses. 
A guiding place on campus--"the six cross corner." 
Crosses that guide to places, prayers, hearts, hope. 
  
Six crosses. 
No distinctions, simply acknowledgement. 
Six, not five. 
Six children.  Six families.  
Six children of God, all loved by God. 
  
Six crosses. 
Six hurting families.   
No distinctions, simply painful fact. 
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Six families crying out for mercy. 
  
Six crosses-- 
           offering hope to world family 
               facing east toward rising sun 
                     standing firm in winters' storms 
                           directing hearts to God whose back is never 
turned—whose love is always flowing— 

whose mercy is upon us all. 
 

Diane Dardon, Campus Pastor, Northern Illinois University 

Lutheran Campus Pastor, February 18, 2008 

 


