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WANDERINGS AND WONDERINGS

Uff da! Have you considered that phrase whether it
be one of exasperation, of amazement, excitement, or
even disappointment — a prayer. It isn’t always, but
sometimes it is. After, if you are all alone at home, in
the basement, outside, or in front of the computer — and
you exclaim “Uff da!” who else are you talking to?

Isn’t uff-da along the lines what Paul is talking about
to the Romans (8:26) “...

...” © Sometimes.

The topic of prayer has been on my mind as of late,
for a whole host of reasons. One individual asked a
group of us to pray for a loved one because in her words
“ . Just the other night I had
14 people pray for me (me — personally, while standing
in a circle around me) and the minstry I share with you
(laying on of hands and everything). I haven’t had that
experience for a while — it was powerful, ...and
humbling, ...and refreshing, ...and priceless. I have led
two or three Bible studies where “prayer” has been a key
conversation. At another meeting, the conversation came
up concerning a “prayer chain” — do we have one? Why
isn’t it used? Each congregational council has been
asked to identify a prayer-er, a faithful prayer-er, and
they are to ask that person to be on the their
congregation’s health team for Natural Church
Development. That was a fun conversation.

Prayer. How comfortable are we praying? Do we
feel good about our prayer life? Or should I ask, do we
feel we even know how to pray? You have probably
heard me say this before, but we often learn “prayers”
when growing up, but we don’t always learn “how to
pray.” We are good at teaching our children prayers —

“ 1
t# L —we
know and teach prayers. But do we know how to pray?

There is no doubt in my mind, we have prayer-ers
around us. I mean people who devote their time and
energy to praying. I am convinced that my task would
be impossible if it weren’t for those who support our
mission and ministry together with prayer. But I also
find so many of the faithful uncertain, lacking
confidence either in their ability to pray or in the concept
of prayer itself. Lacking confidence in prayer —

something that is so essential to our faith and our faith
journey.

What if I asked you to define prayer? What would
you say? It is like communication in a relationship. No,
it is the “communication” in our relationship with God.
Prayer is simply talking with God. And to not be
comfortable in prayer, means that we are not
comfortable with God. For prayer is our means of being
connected to God.

In each of the Easter stories, there is a strange
phenomenon that occurs when Jesus first appears
resurrected to each of his followers they don’t initially
recognize him. Not until he says or does something that
re-establishes, re-connects himself personally with that
follower. Says their name, breaks bread, shows them his
wounds... he lays before them the relationship and then
they recognize the Risen Lord.

Prayer does not become valued or meaningful until
we begin understand our faith is about our relationship
with God. Christianity is different from other religions
for many reasons — one of those reasons is that
Christianity is a relationally based religion. It is founded
on and grows from having a relationship with God. So
often we think of our faith as “rule keeping”. The
cornerstone of the religion for so many is the Ten
Commandments. No. No. NO! The cornerstone is not
the rules, it is the person, the God — Jesus Christ. Jesus
is front and center, first and foremost. If we are to live a
certain way, it is in response to the love of Christ.

Prayer is difficult until we understand this basic
principal of a faith based on a relationship with one’s
God. It is hard to talk to “rules”. It is not hard to talk to
a person. We must recognize the reason that God came
into this world because God wanted us to know God as a
living being, not as an abstract thought. God want us to
understand His love for us, and the only love that has
any real value can only be understood in relationship.

Do you know Jesus? As a relationship? Personally?
If not, let me have the opportunity to introduce you to
him.

That is where we begin the prayer conversation, that
is where we begin the conversation in prayer. Amen.

Wanderings and Wonderings,
Pastor Bill Peters

'
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WORSHIP - EDUCATION - SERVICE - FELLOWSHIP

WORSHIP
Sunday, March 23" — Easter

tion
The Resurrec
of our Lord

Sunday, March 30™ — Easter 2
Sacrament of Holy Baptism

John Matthew Fjeld
$ % #
Edith Lea Fjeld
$ - ( #t

Sunday, April 6" _ Easter 3

Presentation — Dr. Timothy Schmidt

Talking about his trip to China
using pictures and music.

Sunday, April 6™

At Winnebago Lutheran Church
11:45 pm Fundraising Meal
) *

1:00 pm Dr. Schmidt’s Presentation

Sunday, April 13" — Easter 4

Natural Church Development

Presentation
Sunday, April 13"
1:30 - 4:00 pm
At Bethany Lutheran Church

Sunday, April 20" — Easter 5
“Alive” worship team will be leading worship.
Pastor Baldwin will be preaching this day.
“Blessing of the Seeds”

+

Mother/Daughter Tea
Wednesday, April 23"

All women — young and older — are invited to
participate in this fellowship event.

% /0 *

Sunday, April 27" _ Easter 5

Sunday, May 4" _ Easter 6

Sunday, May 11" — Pentecost Sunday

First Communion Sunday for 5™ Graders

*

Last Day of Sunday School
May 11

/1

WEDDINGS
Saturday, April 19"
Kent Nyguard and Heather Richardson
Winnebago Lutheran Church

Saturday, April 26"

Brooke Wilkinson and Kevin Knudtson
At Salem Lutheran Church

L
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ONE IN CHRIST LUTHERAN PARISH

PARISH MISSION EVENT

China - in Pictures and Music
Presentation by Dr. Timothy Schmidt
Sunday, april 6"

At Winnebago Lutheran Church
11:45 - 1:00 pm - Fundraising Meal

Ham and Scallop Potatoes
Free will donation

*

1:00 pm Presentation by Dr. Schmidt

Natural Church Development

Presentation
Sunday, April 13"
1:30 - 4:00 pm
At Bethany Lutheran Church
1 2 -

% -
All are welcome to find out more about this
process “to grow church”. A process that our
congregations and parish will be “rooting”
themselves into to look at ourselves and to see a
vision of where God is directing us and where we
will work to go.

The first hour of
this gathering is
geared for
everyone — we will
be a presentation
exploring and explaining the basic principles of
Natural Church Development. Then we will
break and the “church health teams” will meet
with their coaches to begin to explore “what’s
next.”

In preparation for this event, please read the
book of Acts the week prior to attending.

Parish Administrative Assistant {Jpdate

Two resumes were submitted. The candidates will
be interviewed in early April by the Parish Council.
The council plans to have the position filled by the
end of April. This person will be working for the
parish, serving all our congregations for
approximately 30 hours per week. The parish office,
with set office hours, will be at Winnebago (2

Responsibilities of this position include:

1. Communications - bulletins, newsletters, web
page and calendars

2. Administration

a. Record keeping of membership lists and
addresses, communion, baptisms, weddings,
funerals and some financial matters

b. Communications for youth events,
confirmation, adult events, bible studies, and
other parish events.

c. Be a first point contact person for the pastors
and the parish, and coordinating pastors’
schedules

Future development of this position:

A. Developing and introducing a base for a gift
oriented ministry throughout the parish

B. Be the coordinator for volunteer help throughout
the Parish

Possible Adjusted Summer Worship
Schedule

Nearly all the congregational councils have
discussed and approved the idea of the parish
council to hire an additional “preacher” for the
summer months — June thru August. This will cost
$125 per Sunday plus mileage and the cost of an
additional hour a week to participate in a staff
meeting.

The goal is be able to eliminate the 8am and 11 am
worship times and the three-point rotation. All
worship times will be one of two times, probably
9am & 10:30 am during the summer months. This
preacher will lead worship at one site and Pastors
Baldwin and Peters will lead two worships each at
the other sites. (Normal supply preaching for
vacation times will be in addition to this.) The
availability of preachers is being checked out.
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ONE IN CHRIST LUTHERAN PARISH

FIRST TIME COMMUNION CLASS

This class is to prepare and instruct youth to begin
receiving Holy Communion. It is targeted for fifth
graders and others who have not had any
instruction.
Monday, April 7™ at 6:30 pm
First Session & Light Supper
Youth & Parents
At Winnebago Lutheran Church
Tuesdays — April 17", 24™ and May 1*
at 4:15-5:15 pm — Youth only
Saturday, May 10™ at 9:00 - Noon
We will have our final lessons and make
Communion bread for the next day.
First Communion Sunday
Pentecost Sunday, May 1™

Confirmation Ministry

Confirmation Classes
Wednesdays after-school at Sion Lutheran Church
4:00 pm — 5:45 pm

Ninth Grade Discipleship Class
Wednesday, April 23" at 7:00pm at Salem Chapel
Evangelism: Sharing our Greatest Treasure
Pastor Paul Weeg

www.oneinchristlutheranparish.org

Web Page Changes

We have a new domain name —hopefully easier
for everyone to remember.
www.oneinchristlutheranparish.org

We have or will have a parish wide and individual
calendars posted, newsletters, and individual
congregation information.

Please enter this as one of your favorites.

PARISH YOUTH NEWS

Parish Youth Event

“AWAKEN™

Riverside Drama Ministry

6:15 pm - Saturday, Aeril 12™

Meet at Winnebago Lutheran Church
3% 4560  *7
2 8500 7

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Forest City

This mime presentation is not only a passion play,
but tells the whole story of God and His creation
from the beginning of time till our current day. The
presentation is relevant to all ages, settings, and any
time of year. Approximately 12 actors passionately
act out scenes from before time, the Bible, and
today, showing how God's epic story has been
continuing through time and into our own lives.
Current music, relevant to all ages, helps tell the
story of this epic adventure.

PARISH YOUTH

Sr. High Youth Bible Study
6:30 — 7:30 pm Sunday, April 13™
Meet at Winnebago
All High School youth are invited.

Youth Service Trip IMleeting
7:30 pm Sunday, Hpril 13™

All those going on the summer service trip a
expected to participate in these gatherings that
begin to prepare you and the group for this
meaningful experience.

L
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ONE IN CHRIST LUTHERAN PARISH

Ilatural Church Development

Overview of Natural Church Development: Critics of
the church growth movement have often emphasized the
need for quality congregations. "Don't focus on
numerical growth, concentrate on qualitative growth."
Christian Schwarz agrees wholeheartedly! Through
careful research, Christian Schwarz has verified the link
between church health and growth. The study examined
1,000 churches in 32 countries from 5 continents. A total
of 4.2 million pieces of data were collected and
thoroughly analyzed, using approved methods from
social science. The result: The research results confirm
what many leaders have known intuitively -- healthy
churches are growing churches, making more and better
disciples in loving obedience to Christ.

Eight essential qualities (principles) were identified,
which can be measured quantitatively: Empowering
Leadership; Gift-based Ministry; Passionate
Spirituality; Effective Structures; Inspiring Worship
Services: Holistic Small Groups; Need-oriented
Evangelism; and Loving Relationships.

The key in each of these quality characteristics is the
adjective, which can be considered a summary of the six
growth forces as they apply to that characteristic:
empowering, gift-based, passionate, effective, etc. Every
church has some sort of leadership or worship or
structure. Not all emphasize the adjectives at the front of
each of these quality characteristics. Here are some brief
definitions:

No Quality Characteristic Can Be Missing: No one
single factor leads to growth in churches; it is the
interplay of the eight elements as they relate to the
growth forces.

The “All-by-Itself-Principle” The secret of growing
churches does not consist in pushing or pulling the
church in human strength and efforts—but in releasing
and developing the potential God himself uses to build
his church. Then growth occurs all by itself.

This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man
scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he
sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts, and grows; though he
does not know how. All by itself the soil produces
grain—first the stalk, then the head, and then full kernel
in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the
sickle to it, because the harvest has come.

Is NCD biblical? Mark 4:26-28: “1 92

z * 0

*

* 04 -
J” ICor
3:6: % :

*  We plant, we water, but God gives the
growth. When the conditions of health are there,
growth happens “all by itself.”

The two basic impetuses for NCD study and research
are essentially biblical: A desire to reach more people,
and a desire for increasing quality. The church is
designed by God to grow so growth happens
automatically if we remove the obstacles that prevent
growth. Growing churches use this growth principle.
The Minimum Factor
Imagine a barrel with eight staves, each representing the
eight quality characteristics. The staves in the barrel only
reach as high as the score of the characteristic. With this
analogy, you can only fill the barrel to the level of the
lowest stave. So to increase the capacity of the barrel, we
must increase the height of the lowest stave.

Now focusing on the minimum factor does not mean that
we don’t pay attention to the other seven areas. As stated
before, all eight characteristics are vitally important to
healthy growing churches. Focusing on the minimum
factors helps us to set timely priorities. Since all eight
areas can’t be worked on with the same amount of
energy and concentration, we need to find areas that will
yield the greatest long range return on our investments.
Remember, minimum factors can change quickly—
especially when there is a conscious attempt to improve
on this one area.
Growth Force Principles
Interdependence: Individual units are connected to each
other in a larger system. Changes in one ministry will
affect other ministries in the church and community.
( 5 )
Multiplication: Healthy organisms do not grow
endlessly, but reproduce themselves. Synonym:
Reproducing
Energy transformation: Momentum or energy already
flowing, whether positive or negative, can be redirected
to accomplish God’s purposes. ( 51 7
Sustainability: Resources used should increase the
capacity for on-going growth and development, as well
as serve multiple purposes. 3 5 7
Symbiosis: Different ministries can cultivate
cooperative relationships so the mutual benefit is greater
than operating separately. 3 5 7
Fruitfulness: Each ministry needs to produce
discernible results in line with its intended purpose.
3 5< 7
= /008 * 0 * >

2 <
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“Why Six2”

By noon of last Friday, six crosses draped in red and
purple were erected outside the Lutheran Campus
Ministry in DeKalb. I had asked my husband, a dear
friend who had driven in from Iowa to be with us, and
some students and friends of LCM to build big crosses
and plant them on our lawn. They are beautiful and they
have come to mean so much for so many. But many ask,
"why six?" For me, the answer is not difficult...six
crosses, six children of God gone from us. All six were
loved by God and all six were victims and all six left
behind families who are hurting, confused, empty.

Saturday night a man came into LCM. His hands
were ice cold and he was warming himself with some
sturdy coffee. He was visibly shaken which was my
invitation to ask him to sit with me, talk with me. He
was not a student. Up until Thursday, his only
connection to NIU was through a sister who had
graduated from the school years ago. As of Thursday,
he was connected by a sixth cross.

He came to campus to lay flowers at "snow hill," a
shrine directly across the street from LCM...a
shrine spontaneously birthed on a busy campus corner
by hundreds as they left the LCM midnight vigil on
Thursday/Friday. A statue of Buddah, frozen flowers,
notes, signs, hundreds of candles have created "snow
hill" And, there are six crosses on the hill: five crosses
facing forward with names of those shot and killed and
the sixth cross with no name simply facing backward.
He came to lay flowers at "snow hill," but he did not.
Instead of finding solace at the hill, he was crushed by
the sixth cross. With a sad heart, clad only in a light suit
coat on a very cold night, he began walking the empty
campus streets. After some time, he found himself
across from "snow hill" and standing in front of LCM, in
front of six crosses all facing in one direction with no
names added but with many words of love and hope
written by those who came to find peace at the cross. He
laid his flowers in front of the six crosses, read our sign
that invites anyone to come to us 24/7 for comfort and
care. He accepted our invitation and was quite amazed
to find himself talking with me.

But, talk he did. He shared his life story. He told
me of his children. He told me of his pain. And, he
asked if the sixth cross on "snow hill," the cross turned
away from us and the rest of the world, meant that God
had turned away from Stephen. "Does that sixth cross
mean that God has turned his back on that boy?" My
heart ached for him and we cried together as I told him
of God’s love for all the children...as I told him that all
six of those young adults were loved by God and that

God’s mercy and forgiveness is for all people. He
thought about that for a long moment and then said,

“I hope so because that could be my son. I worry about
him. He’s not healthy. He knows that. He won’t stay
on his medicine and I’m afraid of what he could do. I'm
afraid God and the world will turn their backs on him
and on me.”

We have six crosses outside LCM as a witness to the
world that God loves us all...that God forgives us
all...that there is hope for all...that the cross of Christ
stands in blustery winter winds for everyone. “Why
six?” Because God’s grace and mercy is for all!

Six crosses.

Six crosses draped in the color of Lent-royal purple.

Six crosses draped in the color of glory--red.

Red. A school color.

Red. A holy color, reminiscent of Christ's blood shed on
the cross.

Red. Christ's blood now mingled with the blood of six.

Six crosses.
A guiding place on campus--"the six cross corner."
Crosses that guide to places, prayers, hearts, hope.

Six crosses.

No distinctions, simply acknowledgement.
Six, not five.

Six children. Six families.

Six children of God, all loved by God.

Six crosses.

Six hurting families.

No distinctions, simply painful fact.
Six families crying out for mercy.

Six crosses--
offering hope to world family
facing east toward rising sun
standing firm in winters' storms
directing hearts to God whose back is
never turned—whose love is always flowing—
whose mercy is upon us all.

$ %
+
@
+
# AB
/008
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS
4 — Brenda Kingland
8 — Lucas Flugum
8 — Lila Rauk

12 — Jan Abele

12 — Duane Brackey

13 — Marilyn Fjeld

13 — Kermit Rusley

15 — Rhonda Abele

15 — Sandi Peterson

19 — Chelsea Hanna

19 — Jason Ramaker

21 — Joyce Holtan

21 — Dagmar Sletten

22 —T.J. Hanson

22 —Meghan Holtan

23 — Kelly Rodberg

24 — Callen Monson

26 — Sasha Olson

27 — John Olson

28 — Benjamin Mathews

28 — Scott Rodberg

30 — Jody Griffiths

30 — Elaine Nelson

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
5 — Tim & Kim Hanna
9 — Scott & Joan Flugum
20 — Jeff & Robin Nelson
24 — Steven & Jan Abele
24 — Robert & Delores Knudtson
27 — Bill & Ilene Zieser
29 — Jerry & Becky Fjeld

WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES
9:00 am Worship at Bethany Lutheran Church,
Joice

10:15 am Sunday School at Bethany

9:00 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship at Winnebago Lutheran Church

“ONE IN CHRIST LUTHERAN PARISH”
PASTORS’ APRIL PREACHING SCHEDULE
for Winnebago and Bethany
April 6" — Pastor Bill Peters
April 13™ — Pastor Bill Peters
April 20" — Pastor Randy Baldwin
April 27™ — Pastor Bill Peters

LN

CHOIRS PRACTICE & PERFORM
The Adult Choir
Practice
% C
%
— April 6, 13, & 27 at 10:00am
Sing during Worship
— April 6"
The “Alive” Choir
Practice
, April 13" at 7:00 pm
C , April 16™ at 8:00 pm
Sing during Worship
. April 20"
Cherub & Youth Choir
Practice — Every Sunday at 9:10 am

Cherub Sin
Watch your bulletins for information

Youth Sing
Watch your bulletins for information

WELCA
The Winnebago Women of the ELCA
will host the Mother/Daughter Tea
on Wednesday, April 23" at 7:00 pm.
The Guest Speaker will be Judy
Junkermeier, Titonka. Judy will be

speaking on Dolls.

CIRCLES
The < ,? will meet Thursday,
April 10™ at 7:00 pm at Winnebago Lutheran.
Hostess 1s Sandy Lindflott.

MOTHER/DAUGHTER TEA DECORATIONS
a You can help with the decorations for the
37 Mother/Daughter Tea on Wednesday, April
.. 23" Please bring a favorite Doll to
display either in the fellowship hall or in
the Sanctuary. Our speaker that evening
will be speaking about dolls. Thanks.

WELCA LAKE CLUSTER
SPRING RETREANT

WELCA Lake Cluster will have their Spring
Retreat on Saturday, April 19, at St. Paul
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Thornton.
Registration will be from 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.

The Guest speaker will be Mrs. Kirsten Hafermann,
Waverly, who has returned from serving as a
missionary in Tanzania. Lunch will be $5.00.
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APRIL DUTY ROSTER VACATIN BIBLE SCHOOL - Helpers Needed
Altar Guild............. Becky Solomonson “GOD’S BIG BACK YARD”
Acolytes................ Chelsea Hanna Monday, June 2™ through Thursday, June 5"
Megan Johnson 9:00 - 11:30 am
Ushers.................. Kris Singelstad If you would like to help with VBS this year please
Steve Knudtson contact VBS committee members:
Linda Johnson (592-3032)
gzﬂ ﬁzf: gn Dawn Ramaker (592-1089)
Tammy Egesdal(581-5472)

ATTENDANCE AND CONTRIBUTIONS Tammy Hesse (588-3164)
(C " " C
1 1 o CHERUB CHOIR DIRECTOR
4 Attendance Contributions NEEDED FOR 2008-2009 -
: The Winnebago Sunday School is
24 - 3 DBAYO0 (126 $26;1 00 looking for a Cherub Choir director for the 2008 —
- 2009 School year. The Cherubs are Pre-school 3
5 years old through 31 grade. The Cherubs practice
2- 3 D600 (1 1 $41?0'50 every Sunday at 9:10 am. This could be a shared
job or an every Sunday job. If you are interested
9- 3 D/8°00 (122 $16?5'00 please contact Carmen Knudtson (641-585-4091) or
Amber Egesdal (641-581-5472). Please prayerfully
16— 3 D/800 (1 14§21 %9'00 copsider helpir'lg with this
21— GoodFriday 31 $ 20.00 children’s ministry. Thank you.
3 DAAAE6  ( T
23— 206 $1686.00 S LOWEPS
3 D//F/BE  ( 7
N?RTHEX ADDITION OFFERIl\éG BABIES SHOWER
# 5 An Open House BABIES Shower honoring John
24 _ $ 84.00 Matthew, son of Dan & Amanda
- 5 Fjeld and for Edith Lea, daughter
9 _ $ 578.00 of Matt & Brenna F_]?}}d will be held * %
9_ $ 28.00 on Saturday, March 29™ from 9:30 —
16 — $ 78.00 11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. & éﬁv
23 _ $ 0 All family and friends are welcome. a@
Total Given to Date $111,246.96
The Narthex Loan Balance is $41,145.74 BRIDAL SHOWER
2 * An Open House Bridal Shower
PARSONAGE UPDATES OFFERING honoring Heather Richardson,
2 6 Bride-elect of Kent Nyguard,
# 5 will be held on Saturday, April
24— $ 184.00 5™ from 1:00 — 3:00 pm in the
- 5 Fellowship Hall. All family and friends are
2— $ 28.00 welcome.
9- $ 28.00
16 — $ 28.00
23 — $ 0
Total Given to Date $9363.75
2 *

e
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PARISH MISSION EVENT

Sunday, April 6"
At Winnebago Lutheran Church
Presentation by Dr. Timothy Schmidt
China Trip - Pictures and Stories

mixed with music
11:45 am — 1:00 pm Mission
Meal
#

1:00 pm China
Presentation by
Dr. Timothy Schmidt

"Mext time we'll sit closer.”

e s [Risemny

BRETHREN

The musical group “Brethren” will present a
Christian vocal concert to benefit
HARMONY RANCH
On Saturday, April 12"
at 7:00 pm at
E.B. Stilman Auditorium,

1601 3™ Avenue North, Clear Lake

Come for coffee and treats and to learn about
Harmony Ranch from 6:00 — 7:00 pm. The
Concert starts at 7:00 pm.

Free Will Donation — all proceeds benefit

Harmony Ranch!

Presentation — Dr. Timothy Schmidt

Talking about his trip to China
using pictures and music.

Sunday, april 6™
At Winnebago Lutheran Church

11:45 pm Fundraising Meal
) *

1:00 pm Dr. Schmidt’s Presentation

Natural Church Development

Presentation
Sunday, April 13"
1:30 - 4:00 pm
At Bethany Lutheran Church
Church Health Team Members
Congregational Leaders and Councils
All Congregational Members

HeYiSsyRisen¥ndeed!
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