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WANDERINGS AND WONDERINGS

Heirs to a King
(The following story is taken from the
Stewardship newsletter.)

Once upon a time, everyone in a town
talked about being average, but no one really
thought they were, there lived a man who
amazed his neighbors by what he said about
his children. He was like other people, yet
different. When he first moved in, his
neighbors thought him to be ordinary
enough. He went to work. He moved his
lawn. He took his children to the circus. But
the more they saw and the more they heard,
the more they realized that here was
something different about his man...and his
children. There was a loyalty and unity and
purpose that set them a part. They lived as
though they were accountable to someone.
They were part of the community, and yet
belonged beyond it, like folks on a visit or
travelers passing through.

About time, for instance; the neighbors
gradually noticed that this man and his
family had a concept of time different from
theirs. In the first place, he planned his
leisure time to include his family. They
seemed to have so much fun together, going
on picnics, taking trips to places of interest,
attending concerts or good movies. The
neighbors envied his family life. They
couldn’t seem to find time for their families
to do things together.

Secondly, the man took time for God.
Each day he and his family had devotions
together and the way they talked about God
and the Bible was natural and familiar — the
way one talks about a friend dearly loved
and a book one knows and enjoys. This
man’s children loved their school. Also, they
were always working on some mission

project they had studied or writing to
someone overseas. You see this man took
time to work in the church and his interest
rubbed off on his children. He attended
services and taught a class in religion. For
him and his family, the church was a center
of activity. In civic affairs too, he always
gave time and support to worthwhile
enterprises. The neighbors learned that to
this man time was a trust for which he held
himself accountable. He had time for what
was good. He had no time to waste.

He really was just an ordinary fellow,
but there was a “glow’ about him. Someone
said, “Whosoever would kindle another,
must himself first glow.” He wasn’t a
talented speaker, but when he taught his
religion class, or when he just talked to
another, he made the person feel that he
wanted to live a better life. He must have
made his children feel that way too. They
were normal enough and full of pep, but
they were conscientious about preparing
their lessons in school and they worked hard
to develop their talents. Yet they weren’t a
bit conceited. They acted as if they were
accountable for their abilities and that doing
less than their best would be letting someone
down.

You see, this man talked about the use of
time and talents as a “stewardship” and there
was that “glow” about him when he did so.
No one in town had ever thought of
stewardship that way. They considered it a
means the church used to get money. But the
way this man put it was different. He really
believed that stewardship related to every
area of life. He said, “Stewardship is not
people’s plan for making money, but
God’s plan for making people.
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He carried through this idea of
stewardship in his giving too. His salary
wasn’t any larger than his neighbors’, but
his gifts were. He gave a certain percentage
of his income to the church. He called it
proportionate giving. His children were
trained to give that way too. He didn’t give
them each a nickel on Sunday morning the
way the neighbors did. He taught them to
tithe their allowance and earnings. They
divided this tithe so that they gave part in
church and the rest to their special mission
projects. The seemed to have fun planning
how to split it. They handled money as
though they were accountable to God for the
way they used it.

One day a townsperson asked this man
how he could be so patient, so firm and clear
with standards in the training of his children.
It was his answer to this question that
amazed the townsperson most of all; for this
is what he said: “I carry a secret that perhaps
you did not know. These are not really my
children. They are the children of a King —
my King! It is my privilege to bring them up
for him. Why shouldn’t I be patient? Why
shouldn’t I have standards for them beyond
this town? They are heirs of the Kingdom.
In all they do, they must be an honor to the
King.”

He looked like an ordinary person. In
many ways he was an ordinary man. But he
was different.

I wonder if this is part of our struggle as
people living in this world, we are taught
that the only we have to be accountable to is
ourselves. How untrue. We struggle
managing our time, our resources, and our
priorities. We need to be accountable to God
- the rest will follow. We need to be
accountable to God with our time, our
resources, our energy, our self. We have
lost that image of what it means to be a
subject to a king, maybe we need to regain
that mindset, so to lift-up our King, honor
and worship our King, and live our lives
accountable to God, our King.

The worldly examples of “heirs” are
people like Paris Hilton (wealth), Barry
Bonds (talent), and others - and they do not
seem to be accountable to anyone for the
gifts given them, they act as if the world has
been created for them. It has not. They do
not provide us with good examples.

We are heirs - to the King. And in that,
we are accountable to our King, the King of
the universe. We have been created to live
in this world, but to be different (holy). God
has claimed us to be his own, his own
family. Remember who you represent in our
world and to whom you are accountable — a
loving, giving, and forgiving God.
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WORSHIP - EDUCATION - SERVICE - FELLOWSHIP

WORSHIP

Sunday, June 24™ _ Pentecost 4

ANNIVERARY LUNCHEON OPEN HOUSE ||
40™ Wedding Anniversary
Carroll & Virgean Reines
Next Sunday, June 24™
11:30 am — 1:30 pm
Carroll and Virgean and family are
hosting fellowship in celebration of
their 40" Wedding Anniversary
(actual date - June 24™).

Everyone is invited.
Red & Virgean request no gifts please!

——— 1
Y/ Anni versary :'
——

Sunday, July 1% — Pentecost 5
Celebrated with Holy Communion

Sunday Morning Scripture Readers

June 24™  Lucy Knutson

July 1% Barb Abele

July 8" Sandy Lindflott

July 15"  Volunteer Needed
Gospel reading on this day

July 22""  Volunteer Needed

July 29™  Barb Renshaw

August open all month
We are asking for volunteers (and you may be
asked to volunteer) to read the Scriptures on Sunday
morning during the summer months. You will read
the Old and New Testament Readings. You will be
supplied with the Scripture texts a week before to
review and practice. There will be a sign-up in the
narthex or you can talk to Pastor or Sandy.
Thank you to those who have read and have
volunteered to read.

Wedding - Levi Kester & Morgan Hutson
4:30 pm Saturday, July 7"

Sunday, July 8" _ Pentecost 6

Sunday, July 15" — Pentecost 7
“Alive” worship team will be leading worship
Kermit Singelstad will be preaching.

ELCA Hunger Appeal Day
“Go and Do Likewise™

Outreach Day Camp

One in Christ Lutheran Parish working
with EWLAU Bible Camp staff

Augqust 13t - 17"
“Listen, God is Calling!”

This is for our youth, but we want to
intentionally invite people outside our parish
and church families to experience God’s love

through this experience.
Pray about who you might invite!
More information to come...

Sunday, July 15"
Remember to bring your coin boxes and hunger
offerings on this day.

Sunday, July 22" — Pentecost 8
A guest preacher will be leading worship and
preaching this day.

Sunday, July 29" _ Pentecost 9

Sunday, August 5" _ pPentecost 10
Celebrated with Holy Communion

Pastor’s Vacation Times & Pastoral Needs
Pastor Baldwin and family will gone on vacation
the weeks of: June 25™ — July 2™
July 30" — August 12"
Pastor Bill and family will be gone on vacation
the weeks of: July 13" — July 26"
During this time, as you have any pastoral needs,
please contact the Pastor on staff who is present.
Contact the pastors via their cell phone - this is the
most effective and efficient, especially at this time.
Pastor Randy Baldwin #590-0727
Pastor Bill Peters #590-2737
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ONE IN CHRIST LUTHERAN PARISH

It is Time...

A NEW PARISH PICTORIAL DIRECTORY

It has been five years since we last did this and
many things have changed. We are looking to do
this on our own — with creative and simple software,
computers, digital cameras — we think we can do
this at a reasonable cost. We will take our own
pictures (This will alleviate the high pressure sales
— there will be none.), put the directory together
(and we hope to put it on our webpage as well), and
then take orders for those who want a print copy of
the directory (an estimated cost of around $15 per
directory).

We still have a lot of work to do with this and we

need your help. We are looking for people to help

with this project — layout, taking photos, etc. as we

continue to check our some costs estimates and

such. If you are willing to help, please contact

someone of parish council or one of the pastors.
Cost - $35

Includes the ticket and bus ride

We have 54 tickets - first base side.

(Time of departure are yet to be determined.)
Please call Kathy Kreuscher at #592-3000 or
#592-7707 or stop in at Kreuscher Financial, 311
West Main Street
to reserve tickets and a spot on the bus.

PARISH FELLOWSHIP EVENT
Twins Game - “Lutheran
Night”
Tuesday, August 21*
7:00 pm game time

Coming this Fall....September thru October
“Faith Comes By Hearing™

Sponsored by Hosanna Ministries
We will be giving every member of our parish a
FREE audio new Testament CD in MP3 format
(plays as a DVD) and every child a FREE Kidz
Bible on CD, also in MP3 format. We will be
asking you to listen daily to the New Testament
over 40 days, and observe how God will bless our
lives. We will have a free will offering to support
the work of Hosanna to make new (languages)
audio translations of the Bible.

Coming to us in August!!!
PARISH DAY CAMP - EWLAU Camp Staff
Mark these dates - August 13" - 17t

Needed: Planning Committee and Volunteers

Initial Planning Meeting
Thursday, June 21% at 7:30 pm

Anyone interested in helping plan this event whose focus will
be “to invite those who do not have a church”, please contact
the pastors asap.

An Intentional Outreach Day Camp
August 12M - 17"

One in Christ Lutheran parish will be working with
EWALU (ELCA) Camp and Retreat Center,
Strawberry Point, lowa. The camp staff will be
providing the program and we will provide support
staff. The goal and purpose of this event to be a
creative and intention outreach experience geared
for the young people (elementary school age) in our
communities.

They will do the programming

so0 we can do the inviting!

e Use the Day Camp
to reach out to the
entire community(s)

e Engage the whole
congregation in the
Day Camp ministry

This has proved to be
an effective tool to
introduce children, and
their families, to Jesus
and to the host
congregations and their
ministries. Day Camp is like bringing Bible camp
to our neighborhood — staffing is excellent -
provided by EWLAU - called, trained, and
enthusiast young adults.

EWALU will provide the first two years of day
camp free of charge and the third year we would
be expected to pay 50% of the cost (currently a
week of day camp is running around $1,500). So
that means 3 years of Day for half the price of one
year.

Invite someone! Volunteer to help!
You thought VBS was fun, wait to you see this!
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ONE IN CHRIST LUTHERAN PARISH

One In Christ Lutheran Parish UBS

“Take the Plunge”
Monday, June 4" - Thursday, June 7™

We were blessed! We had a great week! A lot
of energy and enthusiasm by the kids, dedicated
staff, and great weather. This continues to be a
wonderful cooperative effort t bring the message
and promises of Jesus into the lives of our
young people.

VBS: Thank you to all who those who donated
supplies for Vacation Bible School. Thank you
to all those who gave of their time and energy
this past week teaching and staffing Vacation
Bible School. We had over 120 children
attending and over 50 adults/youth helping
(confirmation age youth up and through the
grandma ages helping and enjoying the
experience), including Pastor Tim Miller (Our
Savior’s and West Prairie) who moved in on
June 2", had his first worship on June 3™ and
then spent the week at VBS.. A great week!

VBS Project Mission Projects: We made
quilts for Guatemala, our
monetary offerings will be
used to support two
children through
Compassion International and we
were collecting supplies to assemble
health kits (The kids decorated bags to hold the
health kit supplies.). We are still in need of 25
nail clippers w/files and about 30 bath towels
to complete our goal of 50 health kits. If you
can help, please bring any of these items to your
respective church office. Thank you.

ONE IN CHRIST LUTHERAN PARISH
SUMMER JOINT WORSHIP

Mark your calendars...

Sunday, August 26™
Worship and Fellowship Meal
Hosted by Bethany Lutheran Church, Joice

Natural Church Development
VISIONING PROCESS

The parish council has been working with the
synod staff and talking with our congregation
councils to modify a process called “Natural Church
Development” that has proven insightful and
effective in many congregations.

What is Natural Church Development? It is
about church health. 1t is about releasing the God-
given gifts to the church. It is about creatively,
authenticity, and diversity. And it is all based on
Biblical principles.

This began with a research project done by
Christian Schwarz observing what similar
characteristics can be found in health, growing
churches. Schwarz recognized early in his work
that there are many models of church growth which
churches are called upon to imitate. Many of these
models are the so-called "megachurches" which
have had outstanding success in church growth.
Schwarz recognizes that while we have much to
learn from these models, they do not fit all
churches. His research project focuses on the
principles inherent in successful churches, which he
analyzes according to both quality and numerical
growth patterns.

Schwarz identifies 8 quality characteristics
which, when all present to a sufficient degree will
practically guarantee numerical growth. These
characteristics are as follows:

1. Empowering leadership

2. Gift-oriented ministry

3. Passionate spirituality

4. Functional structures

5. Inspiring worship service

6. Holistic small groups

7. Need-oriented evangelism

8. Loving relationships
We are working with our synod staff and Natural
Church Development to develop this tool to serve
the “parish setting” and we now have a model
around which to shape our process. To be effective,
we will need to engage the whole parish, each
congregation, and committed individuals to get a
good look at ourselves. I encourage you, if you are
asked, to participate prayerfully.

(More information - www.ncd-international.org)
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ONE IN CHRIST LUTHERAN PARISH

Jesus san)y
“6o and do likewise”

Luke 10:37

Many resources are being shared during the months of
June and July concerning the ELCA World Hunger
Appeal - hunger offering — a coin boxes, bulletin inserts,

global stories, offering envelopes, even a 40 day
calendar “Living Simply With God”. Use these two
tools to remind and challenge yourself for the next 40
days. Sunday, July 15" is “Go and Do Likewise”
Sunday — this theme is based on the Good Samaritan
story from Luke 10:25-37. We will use this Sunday to
lift-up the ELCA World Hunger Appeal. July 15" is the
day we ask you to bring your banks to church (there will
be offering envelopes distributed and available as well).

The theme of this years Northeastern lowa Synod
Assembly was

Living in God’s Amazing Grace
Thanks be to God!

Ending Hunger Now
Our keynote speaker was Kathryn Sime, director of the
World Hunger Appeal and Disaster Appeal for the
ELCA. Through the speakers, one minute skits, and
various workshops we were reminded of this ongoing
and crucial need in our world. And the real possibility
that in this day and age “hunger can actually be
eliminated” if we choose to make that a priority and
serious work at it — individuals and governments.

I encourage you to set up some type of discipline for
the month that will challenge you to give to the hunger
needs of the world. Develop a plan, a system, a
challenge for the next 40 days to raise a hunger
awareness in your household. Maybe plan to give a
quarter a day. Or contribute $.10 for every pop you buy
or a nickel for every cup of coffee you drink. Or $5 for
every time you go out to eat. Set-up something that
works for you, that challenges you, that makes you think
what it means to be a neighbor to the world around us.
And then on Sunday, July 15", we will bring our
collection boxes and offerings to church and lift-up that
theme “Go and Do Likewise”.

15T LUTHg
o - 5
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Summer Youth Trip
Plans are being made for a week long trip - July
18™ thru 25"/26™. A few days at the ELCA
Global Mission Event, a stop at Cedar Point
Amusement Park (rollercoaster capital), and
then a couple of days of service work in the
Chicago area. We are hoping to keep our costs
ain the $400-500 range. Details are being
worked on. If you might be interested, contact
Pastor Bill soon. .

REMEMBER TO SAY
“THANK YOU” TO GOD

We call God “Father,” and like children, we
expect God to provide for us. Of course, he
does. God’s generosity is greater than our
ability to appreciate. Perhaps that’s why when
we pray, we thank God less than we should.

We expect that the sun will rise every
morning, and we pray for cloudless skies (if we
have a picnic planned) or for rain (if our crops
need it). Yet even when we get what we’ve
asked for, how often do we really say “Thank
You” for it? Or do something in return?

Again, like children, we just expect good
things to be provided. That’s how things are
supposed to be.

So how special is it to a parent to receive a
hug and a whispered, “You’re the best, Dad”
from a daughter, or an “I cleaned up my room
without being asked, Mom.”

So why not try, “I made sandwiches at a soup
kitchen, Lord,” or I joined the choir?”
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WINNEBAGO LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
June 12,2007

Members present: Pastor Bill Peters,

Noel Holtan, Ruth Sheldon, Mark Wilkinson,
Julie Kvale, Nancy Johnson, Lila Rauk,

Alan Johnson, Harlan Nyhus, Steve Abele,
Andrew Hanna, and Jerry Fjeld.

President Alan Johnson called the meeting to
order.

Pastor Bill lead in devotions.

Nancy Johnson gave the Treasurer’s report. The
Bathroom project in the parsonage is complete
and is within $200.00 of being paid for.

The Deacon’s report was given — We are looking
for a missionary to sponsor. Discussed how
to reach and welcome visitors. Vacation Bible
School was a great success. Discussed
Hosanna Ministries DVD of the New
Testament (Faith by Hearing). It was
mentioned that Our Saviors and West Prairie
congregations may do their confirmation on
their own.

The Trustees report was given — The insulation
project is complete and the new flag pole is
up. Discussed separating the cemetery
property from the church property. Discussed
things that needed to be repaired on work day,
which will be August 11, 2007.

One in Christ Parish report was given by Harlan
Nyhus. Brought up the possibility of a new
pictorial directory to be done by volunteers
with digital cameras. They are looking into
software programs that will make this work
and possibly post the directory on a web page.

The Pastor’s report was given. The Natural
Church Development program was discussed
and a possible expansion may provide better
results. One in Christ will be the only Parish
arrangement that will be involved.

Constitution committee report was given. One
meeting was held and another is planned.
Discussed survey and how we can make it into
a workable form of greater use.

A parsonage rental arrangement with the One in
Christ Lutheran Parish will be sent to Harlan
to be presented to the Parish Council.

Respectfully Submitted, Noel Holtan

MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
ACTION PLAN NEEDED

Today, we hear a great deal about the
importance of a savings plan or an investment
portfolio in order to provide for our secure
future.

Yet not as much is written of spoken about
the importance of establishing a personal
giving plan so that others can have a secure
present.

Evangelist Billy Graham said: “God has
given us two hands — one to receive with and
the other to give with. We are not cisterns
made for hoarding, we are channels made for
sharing.”

The truth is that all of us have the power to
make a difference. Often all it takes is a plan
of action. The prophet Isaiah wrote: “The
scoundrel’s methods are wicked, he makes up
evil schemes to destroy the poor with lies, even
when the plea of the needy is just. But noble
plans, and by noble deeds he stands.” (Isaiah
32:7-8) Have you established your giving
plan?

L
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JUly BIRTHDAYS

1 — Trent Beier
1 — Jason Peterson
2 — Lane Abele
3 — Haley Mathews
4 — Michael Johnson
5 — Ken Peterson
6 — Velere Nelson
7 — Paul Abele
7 — Melissa Koeppen
9 — Kadin Abele
9 — Gunnerr Bransfield
9 — Tammy Egesdal
11 — Micah Peters
14 — Dan Fjeld
14 — Marisa Koppen
15 — Marcia Solomonson
16 — Eric Johnson
16 — Payton Kuhlemeier
16 — Michael Nelson
17 — Sheryl Kingland
18 — Kristin Johnson
19 — Vincent Larson
19 — Sandra Levad
22 — Quinton Wilson
23 — Brenda Durgin
24 — Kermit Singelstad
25 — Mark Hesse
25 — Kalin Knudtson
26 — Mike Isebrand
27 — Haily Kingland
28 — Keri Nyguard
30 — Mark Wilkinson

JULY ARRIVERSHRIES

5 — Jerome & Ruth Sheldon
11 — Daniel & Elaine Charlson
16 — Rob & Kim Scott
20 — Andrew & Dawn Serdiuk
22 — Kirk & Linda Henely
23 — Dan & Amanda Fjeld
24 — Gilbert & Anita Grunhuvd
25 — Mike & Beth Hanson

PASTOR BILL’S OFFICE HOURS
Bethany
9:00 — 11:30 am Wednesdays
Winnebago
9:00 — 11:30 am Thursdays

CHOIRS PRACTICE & PERFORM
The “Alive” Choir
Practice
Wednesday, July 11" at 8:00 pm
Sunday, July 8" at 7:00 pm
Sing during Worship
Sunday — July 15™

SUMMER WORSHIP TIMES
July & August
9:00 am Worship at Bethany Lutheran
Church, Joice

10:30 am Worship at Winnebago
Lutheran Church
Fellowship at 9:30 am before
the Worship Service

“ONE IN CHRIST LUTHERAN PARISH”
PASTORS’ JULY PREACHING SCHEDULE

for Winnebago and Bethany
July 1% — Pastor Bill Peters
July 8™ — Pastor Bill Peters
July 15" — Kermit Singelstad
July 22" -9
July 29" — Pastor Bill Peters

\

PASTOR BILL AND )
FAMILY ON VACATION (=)

on vacation Friday, July 13"
through Thursday, July 26",
contact Pastor Randy (590-

0727 Cell) if a pastoral need arises.

\\

Pastor Bill and family will be  ((C]] D

WELCA

The Winnebago Women of the ELCA will meet
on Thursday, July 26" at 9:00 am. Meeting and
Bible Study followed by Lunch at Turnberry’s.

Devotions will be led by the Rachel Circle.

CIRCLES

The Esther/Ruth Circle will meet Tuesday, July

10™ at 7:00 pm at the home of Wanda
Haugland.
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ATTENDANCE AND
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
GENERAL FUND
(Benevolence includes Missions,
Missionary, World Hunger)
Attendance  Contributions

May
20 - 93  $1523.50
27 - 123 $1639.00
(plus $175.00 to Benevolence —
Pentecost Sunday)
June:

3- Confirmation 135  $2248.51
(plus $10.00 to Benevolence)

10 - 76  $1646.00

17 - 86 $ 974.44

NARTHEX ADDITION OFFERING
This is included in the above giving!

May:
20— $ 28.00
27 — $ 78.00
June:

3- $ 28.00
10 — $ 56.00
17 — $ 0
Total Given to Date $86,041.31
Thank you.

PARSONAGE UPDATES OFFERING
This is included in the above giving!

May:
20— $ 28.00
27 — $ 128.00
June:

3- $ 28.00
10 — $ 56.00
17 — $ 40.00
Total Given to Date $5,342.00
Thank you.

SANDY ON YOUTH MISSION TRIP
The Parish Youth along with Sandy Lindflott will
be on a Mission Trip from Thursday, July 19™
through Wednesday, July 25", With both Pastor

Bill and Sandy gone — please watch your calendars

as we have move some regular events around to
work with the schedule. Thank you for your
understanding.

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE SERVERS
FOR June-August 2007
at 9:30 am unless otherwise indicated.
June 24™ Martha
July 1% Mary/Rebecca
July 8" Rachel
July 15™ Esther/Ruth
July 22" Lydia
July 29" Martha
August 5" Mary/Rebecca
August 12" Esther/Ruth
August 19" Luther League
August 26™ Outdoor Worship Service
& Congregational Picnic

One In Christ Lutheran Parish UBS -

“Take the Plunge”

VBS: Thank you to all who those who
donated supplies for Vacation Bible School.
Thank you to all those who gave of their time
and energy this past week teaching and staffing
Vacation Bible School. We had over 120
children attending and over 50 adults/youth
helping. A great week!

VBS Project Mission Projects: We made
quilts for Guatemala, our
monetary offerings will be
used to support two
children through
Compassion International and we
were collecting supplies to assemble
health kits. We are still in need of 25 nail
clippers w/files and about 30 bath towels to
complete our goal of 50 health kits. If you can
help, please bring any of these items to your
respective church office. Thank you.
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Day Camp
One in Christ Lutheran Parish working
with EWLAU Bible Camp staff

Augqust 13t - 17"

“Listen, God is Calling!”

We want to intentionally invite people to
experience God’s love through this experience.
Pray about who you might invite!

More information to come...

"_-' e ordne
{3} \Iﬂs_w.r.a_l;‘

- F &
“Wow! Did you catch the teacher's expression
when I tald him I always thought
VBS stood for 'Very Boring Stuff'?”

ELCA Hunger Appeal Day
“Go and Do Likewise™

Obviously, they have never attended Sunday, July 15"

a VBS with One in Christ! Remember to bring your coin boxes
and hunger offerings on this day.

WINNEBAGO WITNESS Non-Profit
Winnebago Lutheran Church O&é‘j‘l:llz:‘tlon
40029 210™ Avenue P:IsDage
Lake Mills, Iowa 50450
#641-567-3675 .
Lake Mills, lowa
Address service requested Permit No. 24
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